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we 
Space—and God 


By Adah Richmond 


OW far is East from West? Ah, me! 
If I could on the wings of day 

Retrace the ages since the earth 

Left its Creator’s hand-at birth, 

Still East would be as far away 

From West as on Creation Day. 

Yet,— Jesus put my sins away 

As far.as that, on Calvary. 


How high is Heaven beyond our ken? 
- [cannot tell. No eye can span 

The vast infinitude of space ; 

No mortal can its boundaries trace. 

Man’s mightiest telescopes but show 

A myriad worlds beyond the blue. 

Yet,— high as Heaven above may be, 

So great thy mercy, Lord, to me, 





How swift is light? Some rays, men say, 
Are a millennium away ; 

And, winging through the ether clear, 
Speeding onward year by year, 

From shining orbs so far away, 

They come to light our path each day. 

Yet,— one glance upward to Thy throne, 
Thou send’st Thy Word, My night is gone ! 


How swift is sound? A lightning flash — 
A pause — and then the thunder crash. 
Ships in distress oft signal thus, 

A puff of smoke — an instant’s hush — 
And then the gun’s long, heavy roar, 

A cry for succor from the-shore, 

Yet, — when I cry to Thee, distressed, 
Before I cal), Thou answerest! 











The Two Three Sixteens 


God’s Word beautifies God’s Word. There is no 
commentary on the Bible liké the Bible. The Scrip- 
tures not only never contradict each other; they illum- 


inate and confirm and explain each other. That is 
one reason why a “Shorter Bible” fails; we need 
the whole Word of God in order to get the most out 
of any part of the Word of God. Dr. W. P. White, 
President of the Bible Institute of Los Angeles, has 
called attention to a striking fact in connection with 
two passages of Scripture. He was speaking of 2 
Timothy 3:16, “All scripture is given by inspiration 
of God,” and he said: “We all know another Three 
Sixteen. But John 3:16 does not amount to much if 
2 Timothy 3:16 is not true.” It may startle one to 
realize this, but it is a fact. John 3:16 is what Mar- 
tin: Luther rightly called “The Little Gospel.” It tells 
men how to be saved. “For God so loved the world, 


‘Jesus Christ bimself said so (John 10: 35): 


that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlast- 
ing life.” But this precious verse is part of the 
Scriptures, and suppose not all the Scriptures are true? 
—then perhaps John 3:16 is not true, and then we 
have no assurance of our salvation in this recorded 
word. But if 2 Timothy 3: 16 is true, and if “ALL 
scripture is given by inspiration of God,”. then the 
verse in John’s Gospel is also the very Word of God, 
and all who believe are safe and saved. Yes, praise 
God, “the scripture cannot be broken,” for our Lord 
And he, 
the Incarnate Word, authenticated all Scripture, both 
Old Testament and New. Our salvation depends upon 
both Words, and is pledged to us by both Words. 
For we have been “born again, not of corruptible seed, 
but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth 
and abideth for ever. ... And this is the word which 
by the gospel is preached unto you” (1 Pet. 1: 23-25). 


se 


Toadstool -Cultivators 


Popularity of the worst things is a bad sign. 
We are living in a day of such popularity; God’s 
Word tells us it is a sign of the end of the age, an 
indication of the early collapse of man’s pride and 
achievements. The awarding of the Nobel Prize in 
literature to Sinclair Lewis is only another indication 
that the age is running true to form. Mr. Lewis is 
a clever writer who has-mocked at almost everything 
worth while. Dr. Henry Van Dyke, who has written 
real literature, says truly that Sweden’s awarding 
of the Nobel Prize to Lewis “is a back-handed com- 
pliment to America.” The Watchman-Examiner of 
December 25 published a keen and needed discussion 
of the subject, by Catherine Beach Ely. The writer 
deprecates “Stockholm’s glorification of Lewis,’ whom 
she calls “the small-scale photographer of sordid 
spots,” and she says some stinging but needed things, 
for example: “At present Sinclair Lewis and other 
modern writers who lack spiritual imagination and 
moral enthusiasm are in the ascendant. . . . They 
poison public taste. But the epoch of these toadstool 


cultivators in fiction will pass. Some day, perhaps in 
our lifetime, perhaps later, an American writer of 
great spiritual and artistic distinction will put his 
stamp on literature. He will inspire other writers and 
elevate national taste. Beside the vital beauty of the 
literature produced by him and the writers inspired 
through him, the output of the cynics of this era will 
look like the mold-fungus that covers mental decay.” 


Pad 
Why Do Men Hate Christ ? 


It is a startling, shocking fact that some men 
hate Christ. It seems unthinkable, unbelievable that 
any human beings could hate Him who loves them so 
much that he died for them. But it is true; we see 
it today perhaps more than ever before; and it is 
recorded in the Scriptures. While the Lord h 
the cross, about to die that men might be saved, he 
was surrounded by human enemies who had put him 
there and who were unrestrained in their expressions 
of scorn and hatred. Canon Liddon’s volume of 
“Passiontide Sermons” has a notable comment on this: 
“Why should they all hate him [about the cross]? 
Ask why it is that the sunlight which gladdens nature, 
which invigorates healthy life, is torture to a diseased 
eyesight? It is not that the light is less beneficent, 
but the organ is diseased, and therefore the light brings 
irritation, discomfort, pain, and no effort is too great 
to escape it. The light of lofty sanctity is just as 
painful to diseased souls: in its highest and perfect 
form as manifested in Jesus, it goats them to mad- 
ness: in its broken and imperfect forms, as we see 
it in Christians, it proves dislike — secret it may be, 
but strong, and only waiting its opportunity for speech 
or action.” The inspired apostle tells us that “the 
carnal mind is enmity against God” (Rom. 8:7). 
To realize these strange, heart-breaking facts is to 
realize something more of the mystery and blackness 
and tragedy of sin. The brightness and glory and 
wonder of the Gospel become all the greater by con- 
trast; for “now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes 
were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ” 
(Eph. 2: 13). 


Can We Really Rejoice in Trials ? 


and tribulations is not the way that most ,Chris- 

tians follow. In this, as in other things, God’s 
ways are not as man’s ways. God’s way is a stariling 
way, and to men it appears an impractical way. And 
yet it will be found to be not only practicable, but the 
only practical solution for the problem. 

In these days when trials appear to multiply in 
the lives of earnest Christians, the question of how 
to meet such testings seems even more acute for 
many than the problem of meeting temptations to 
evil. As a current Sunday-school lesson is dealing 
with our Lord’s temptation and revealing God’s way 
of conquering temptation to evil, it may be well to 
notice his wonderful plan for meeting trials, — the 
“temptations” that have no necessary connection with 


G= way for a Christian to meet his trials 


sin, 

. First of all, let it be clearly recognized that trials 
and tribulations are part of the predicted program 
for the Christian life. “In the world ye shall have 
tribulation,” our Lord said (John 16:33). Our Lord 
himself had tribulations, and as he was so are we, 
in this world. Peter, who was told to strengthen his 
brethren when he himself -+had turned and was estab- 
lished, wrote, “Beloved, think it not strange concern- 
ing the fiery trial among you, which cometh upon you 
to prove you, as though a strange thing happened unto 
you” (1 Pet. 4:12). 

How often we hear the complaint, “I do not see 
what wrong I have done, that I should have so much 
trouble.” Our Lord himself, who always did the 
things that pleased his Father, suffered as no other 
human being will ever be called on to suffer. So let 
us recognize that while we should not seek to go 
into tribulation, and while we may do all we can to 
prevent it in our lives and in the lives of others, 


yet when it does come we may know that we are on 
the right road. A Spirit-filled native worker con- 
nected with the Africa Inland Mission was giving his 
testimony after returning from a very dangerous serv- 
ice in the World War. He said that if some one 
sent him on a journey and told him the road to take, 
warning him that at a certain point he would come to 
a dangerous crossing of the river, at another point 
to a forest infested with wild beasts, he would come 
to that dangerous river crossing with the satisfaction 
of knowing that he was on the right road. So he 
told them that the Lord had predicted that Christians 
would have tribulation, and when the tribulations came 
he knew he was on the right road. 

Our Lord did more than tell us that we should 
have tribulation. He gave a startling way of dealing 
with the tribulations, so utterly different from our 
own: we are not commanded to “endure” them but 
actually to rejoice in them, glory in them! James, 
in writing to the twelve tribes that were scattered 
abroad, in his opening ‘greeting wished them joy. 
These Hebrew Christians were suffering many perse- 
cutions, and they might suppose that it was easy for 
James in his place as head_of the church in Jerusa- 
lem to wish them joy. Perhaps James is forgetting 
their tribulations. No, he is not forgetting, because 
after the greeting he gives this command: “Count 
it all joy, my brethren, when ye fall into manifold 
temptations.” One Christian remarked on reading this 
that he counted it all joy when he fell out of his mani- 
fold trials. The incident is told of a Christian colored 
woman who, contrary to the habit of her race, was 
in great heaviness of spirit because of trials. A Chris- 
tian friend told her that she was a believer in the 
Lord and that she should rejoice in her tribulations. 
Her answer was: “I don’t know bout dat.- Cause I 
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always reckon when de Lawd send tribulation, he 
don spect me to tribulate.” But our ways are not 
as his ways. Our Lord’s word, “In the world ye shall 
have tribulation,” is followed by the word, “Be of 
good cheer.” Paul, like James, passes on his Lord’s 
message in Romans 5: 3: “Not only so, but we also 
rejoice in our tribulations.” 

But our Lord does more than tell us to rejoice in 
tribulation. He gives us the solid ground for such 
tejoicing. And here we note the contrast between 
God’s message and Satan’s imitation. There have 
arisen various false philosophies in our day, calling 
themselves religions, and offering to men joy and 
peace and gladness, even basing their teaching on 
the glorious promises of peace and joy in God’s Word. 
The most widespread of these present false religions 
says something like this: “Rejoice and be glad. There 
is nothing to worry about. Sin and sickness and 
death are all illusions. They are not real.” This is 
Satan’s parody on God’s truth that human beings may 
have joy and peace even in this world of sin and sick- 
ness and death. God’s Word declares that these things 
are real. There is something to be troubled about. 
There is something so serious that the death of God on 
the cross was the only thing that would meet the 
problem, so deep and real is the problem. It is true 
that many Christians may overestimate their burdens 
and tribulations, but in our day especially there are 
trials and burdens that cannot be overestimated. They 
are real, God’s Word recognizes this reality — but 
meets it with triumph. 

When our Lord says, “Be of good cheer,” he gives 
the reason— “I have overcome the world.” This vic- 
tory of Christ insures the final removal of all tribula- 
tion and sorrow, but it also insures joy and peace in 
the present, in the very midst of the tribulation. 

When Paul says, “We... rejoice in our tribula- 
tions,” he goes on to explain why. “Knowing that 
tribulation worketh stedfastness; and stedfastness, ap- 
provedness; and approvedness, hope: and _ hope 
putteth not to shame; because the love of God hath 
been shed abroad in our hearts through the Holy 
Spirit which was given unto: us” (Rom. 5: 3-5). 

The word “tribulation” in the Greek means literally 
the thing that presses down. The word “stedfastness” 
means the thing that holds up under. The word “ap- 
provedness” means the passing of the examination or 
the test. The word “hope” is the “hope of the glory 
of God” (Rom. 5:2). The hope of the glory of God 
is being transformed into the image of Christ. Thus, 
we may think of tribulation as God’s molding instru- 
ment to mold us into the image of ‘Christ. This. is 
why we rejoice in tribulation, because of what God is 
working out of these trials, when they are met in faith. 

James brings the same message. We are to count 
it all joy when we fall into the manifold temptations, 
“knowing that the proving of your faith worketh 
patience. And let patience have its perfect work, that 
ye may be perfect and entire, lacking in nothing” (Jas. 
1:3, 4). Peter adds his testimony to the same effect: 
“Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a little 
while, if need be, ye have been put to grief in mani- 
fold trials, that the proof of your faith, being more 
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precious than gold that perisheth though it is proved 
by fire, may be found unto praise and glory and honor 
at the revelation of Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 1:6, 7). 
Peter has been speaking of the eternal, incorruptible 
inheritance laid up for us, and he mentions that the 
present trials, long as they may seem, are really brief, 
and will add to that future glory. This is why Paul 
could say, “For our light affliction, which is for the 
moment, worketh for us more and more exceedingly 
an eternal weight of glory; while we look not at the 
things which are seen, but at the things which are 
not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; 
yy the things which are not seen are eternal” (2 Cor. 

:17, 18). This is the meaning of Romans 8: 28, that 
all things are working together for good to them that 
love God. They are working together not for “goods,” 
as some one has suggested, but for the supreme good 
of carrying out God’s purpose of conforming us to 
the image of his Son (Rom. 8: 29). 

God’s method, then, is not that we should be “re- 
signed” in our trials, nor even that we should conquer 
them, but that we should be more than conquerors. 
That is, not simply in spite of the trials, but because 
of them, we are able to get more out of life. There 
are those who suppose that such tribulations refer 
only to the. persecutions that we meet in our Chris- 
tian service. But we cannot exclude any sorrow or 
trial that comes to the Christian. The loss of a loved 
one, the physical suffering of loved ones, the loss 
of material things, all of these may be accepted as 
part of the trials that Christians meet. We are to 
take joyfully the spoiling of our possessions (Heb. 
10:34), because of the infinite possessions that are 
ours. This need not only apply to possessions lost in 
persecutions for Christ, but to possessions lost in any 
way when we and our possessions belong wholly to 
him. How blessedly God has used the tremendous 
financial losses that Christians have sustained, draw- 
ing them nearer to him. 

A Christian minister came one day with a face glow- 
ing with joy to give this testimony to a friend: “Dur- 
ing the past few months I have been going through 
such trials and tribulations that I did not see how I 
could endure them. . One thing came upon another. 
Finally, the other day I cast myself before the Lord 
almost in despair and the words were on my lips, I 
am afraid in real complaint, ‘When am I ‘going to get 
out of all these trials?’ Somehow or other, instead 
of making the prayer that way, the first word of that 
question was changed and I said to God, ‘What am 
I going to get out of all these trials?’ "Instantly the 
Spirit flashed into my mind the Bible message con- 
cerning trials, and I got a picture of the glory that 
God was bringing out of my trials and tribulations. 
I began to rejoice in them, and now I am almost 
sorry that a good many of them have disappeared, 
for fear I shall lose‘ some of the riches that are com- 
ing from them.” 

Let us triumph in our trials. God does not always 
tell us why we are meeting this or that trial, nor when 
the trial is going to pass. But he does tell us some- 
thing of ‘what we are to receive, and how we can 
glorify him by “trusting him, whate’er befall.” 





H. Clay Trumbull and Whistler 


I am writing to you to make more certain about 
a remark your father made to me a great many years 
ago. My remembrance is that he told me that he 
“gave Jamie Whistler his first drawing lesson,” and, 
as I remember it, in Stonington, Connecticut. Also 
my remembrance is that he said he drew a little 
himgelf, and that the boy Whistler came to him and 
— him to show him something about how to 

raw. 


The appearance of a Life of Whistler has renewed 
my interest in this matter. I have only seen reviews. 
It may be the incident is in the biography. Can you 
tell me anything about it? 


So many things your father said in the most casual 
way or in letters come back to me continually. An- 
other which I cannot remember exactly, or the occa- 
sion of it, was a remark of his about being careful 
not to be “always trying to do good.” Maybe the 
latter was written or said in conversation. Can you 
help me out about either? 

These seem rather trifling things, no doubt, but 
I make bold to ask them. You know how very little 
I saw of your father, though I had many letters from 
him; but the reality of him is one of my most vivid 
remembrances and he seems to be always coming back 
to me after these so many years.—An Illinois reader. 


The letter from the Illinois reader, who has been 
for many years one of the valued writers for THE 
Sunpay ScHooLt TIMES, was answered personally, and 
as the matter may be of interest to other readers the 
substance of the reply is given here. 

The incident of the famous artist Whistler and the 
former Editor of THe Sunpay Scuoot Tiwes, H. 





Clay Trumbull, was a little different from the way 
this reader recalls it; it is given in the “Life Story of 
Henry Clay Trumbull” (out of print), by his son-in- 
law, Philip E. Howard, President of the Times Com- 
pany. Mr. Howard writes: 


“Among Henry’s companions was a boy named 
James McNeill Whistler. His father, Major George 
Washington Whistler, a noted engineer, had a part 
in building the Stonington and Providence Railroad. 
With him was associated Major William Gibbs Mc- 
Neill, whose sister Major Whistler married. Dr. 
George E. Palmer, an uncle of Henry Trumbull’s, 
married another sister of Major McNeill, and so the 
two boys came to know each other. Major Whistler 
was called to Russia in 1842 to superintend the build- 
ing of the railroad from Petersburg to Moscow, and 
the younger children were left with Mrs. Palmer dur- 
ing the father’s absence. ‘At that time,’ writes Dr. 
Trumbull of young Whistler, ‘he exhibited none of the 
excessive vanity that has since excited the world’s 
ridicule. He was an attractive boy — bright, cheer- 
ful, modest, strange as this may seem. I had prac- 
ticed somewhat in ordinary, very ordinary, amateur 
pencil drawing. “Jamie,” who was several years 
younger than myself, had watched me at my work, 
and seemed interested in it. He was then nine years 
old, and I was thirteen. One day he made an offhand 
pencil sketch, and showed it to me. I saw’ at once 
that that was the work of genius and I praised him 
for it without stint. At this he seemed delighted. 
No admirer of Whistler in his more prominent days 
could believe that there was a time when he was 
gratified when-an ordinary person gave praise to his 
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artistic work. But that is a fact,—improbable as it 
may seem.’ 

“The ‘old corner house’ in which Whistler lived, 
and in which Henry Trumbull worked for a time as 
a dispensary clerk, was built by Captain Amos Pal- 
mer, the fifth in descent from Walter Palmer, one 
of the original settlers of Stonington, from whom, 
as stated in the preceding chapter, General Grant and 
Henry Trumbull’s mother were descended. 

“In this wonderful old house there is a picture of 
Whistler’s father done by the artist himself. Miss 
Emma Palmer, daughter of Dr. Palmer, tells of 
young Whistler’s painstaking study of the art in 
which he became a master., For the young artist, as 
Miss Palmer vividly remembers, spent many days 
upon the effort to paint perfectly the picture of a single 
drop of water,—an instance of his ever persistent 
and conscientious practice.” 


The late Dr. Trumbull once wrote an editorial for 
THE Sunpay ScHoo. TIMEs, included as one of the 
chapters in his series of little.books “Principles and 
Practice,” on “The Duty of Refusing to do + Good.” 
This may have been the basis of the other item about 
which the IHinois reader inquires. Dr. Trumbull 
believed strongly that many an opportunity for doing 
good, coming to Christian people in the form of an 
“open door,” was to be declined rather than accepted, 
— depending, of course, on God’s definite guidance at 
the time in view of various circumstances. Certain 
it is that devoted Christian people have often broken 
down, and become incapacitated for the service God 
would have had them continue, by mistakenly attempt- 
ing to enter into every opportunity for good that came 
their way. All such opportunities must be carefully 
weighed and considered, and only a limited and per- 
haps small proportion of these accepted. We can 
often do more for the Lord by doing less. 

It is good to know that old-time friends of Henry 
Clay Trumtbull recall so vividly many of the things 
he said and wrote. It is hard to realize that, were he 
living today, he would be a little more than one hun- 
dred years old; he was born June 8, 1830, and was 
Editor of Tue Sunpay Scnoot Times from 1875 
until his death in 1903. Those now on the staff of 
this paper who served under him are keenly conscious 
of the vast debt they owe to him’as Editor and friend 
and father, and of his unique ministry as a writer, 
soul-winner, and student and teacher of the Word 


of God. 
a 
Misquoted Scripture 


The Times has published in several issues let- 
ters from readers giving Scripture passages that 
are frequently misquoted. Other letters have been re- 


ceived, calling attention to similar misquotations, and | 


they are’ published in the hope that they may be help- 
ful to us all in seeking to use the Scripture accurately, 
The Times will welcome further letters from its 
readers on the subject. 


I have heard people say, when they were afflicted, 
or when trying to comfort others, “All things work 
together for good,’ under the impression that they 
were quoting Scripture. This is very misleading, to 
say the least. What the Bible does say is: “And 
we know that all things work together for good to 
them that love God, to them who are the called ac- 
oe to his purpose’ (Rom. 8: 28).—A Michigan 
reader. 


Another misquotation—I was caught in this my- 
self —is from Genesis 3:19. Most people say “In 
the sweat of thy brow,’ instead of “In the sweat of 
thy face shalt thou eat bread.”—A Canadian reader. 


I feel that to quote a portion of a passage of 
Scripture, and not to finish, is to misquote. 1 Cor- 
inthians 2:9 and 10 says: “But as it is written, 
Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered 
into the heart of man, the things which God hath 
prepared for them that love him. But God hath 
revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit 
searcheth all things, yea, the deep ‘things of God.” 

We often hear it quoted thus: “Eye hath not seen 
nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart 
of man, the things which God hath prepared for them 
that love him.” To stop here leaves the one who 
loves God, and the one who loves him not, on common 
ground. But God does not so leave us, for he has 
revealed these things unto those who love him, but 
not to the “natural” man, for he “receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God.”—An Ohio reader. 


“Surely goodness and mercy have followed me all 
the days of my life.” 

It does not require much faith or even very much 
appreciation to quote the text as per above, but none 
except those whose sin is covered and whose life is 
hid with Christ in God can truly say with David, 
“Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the 
days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of 
the Lord forever.” 

Just previousl¥\David has been reviewing his life 
in reference to God’s wonderful dealings with him, 
but in the sixth verse he breaks away and in absolute 
confidence tells what shall be to the end of his life, 
and incidentally to the end of every life that wholly 
follows God.—An Ohio reader. 


Habakkuk 2:2 reads, “That he may run that 
readeth it,” not, “That he may run that readeth,”— 
A New York reader. 
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Why I Decided to Interview the Atheists 


What does the western slope of their lives bring them ? 





By an Ex-Atheist 














Times and I, were sitting in the men’s recep- 

tion room of the Bible Institute of Los 
Angeles. He was detailing to me the nature of a 
piece of work that he wanted done for his paper. 

“Facts,” he proceeded to explain, tapping me on 
the shoulder, “facts is what I have in mind, a series 
of fact articles; life stories from among the old asso- 
ciates of your atheistic past; stories revealing what 
atheism does to the atheists; stories with the vividness 
of concrete things.” 

We talked at some length. I ventured to remind 
him ‘that the project involved a lot of labor; that the 
people I had known were scattered over a consider- 
able part of California, and that to find many of them 
would not be easy,—much less to get under their 
skins and get them to talk frankly. 

While I did not say so to him, J here frankly con- 
fess that my. idea of writing for THE SuNpAy SCHOOL 
Times had been very different from what his words 
plainly implied; that my conception of such writing 
envisioned a high-backed rocking chair, with a pad 
of paper in my lap, a pillow under my head, and my 
feet on the table. But here this editor man was 
tapping me on the shoulder and using words the 
plain import of which was that a good, serviceable 
pair of legs would not come amiss at this juncture, 
to say nothing of various and sundry boat, railway and 
car tickets, and other tokens of hustle and bustle. 

“Oh, you can do it,” he cheerfully assured me a few 
moments later as we shook hands out on the side- 
walk at parting. 

And so I accepted the commission. Mine not to 
reason why, mine not to make reply, mine but to— 
go get it! - 

I thought of something else also of which I did 
not speak at the time. I remembered that I had been 
recreant to that higher commission that “ye shall be 
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judza, 
and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the 
earth.” 


Dare I Face the Fire-Eaters? 


Los Angeles had been my first place of residence in 
California. Here I had lived my life of activity in 
the radical labor movement which, sad to confess, 
had involved doing violence to the goodness and 
mercy of God. I had found the Lord, however, in 
the northern part of the State, and I had returned to 
Los Angeles with the righteous resolve that I would 
witness of my conversion to all my old Socialist and 
infidel friends. 

But I had failed the Lord. I put him off with 
the two or three with whom I made appointments 
and to whom I Ow. There were plenty of ex- 
cuses. The old haunts were no more and my friends 
were scattered. Some had gone here, some - there. 
Some were dead. Besides, I was busy in various ways. 
It was easy to “make>excuses.” Sometimes I even 
oo to witness to them when I met them face to 
ace. 

One such case I remember. One day, at a street 
corner waiting for a car, a hand reached out for mine 
and a voice from out the past accosted me. It was 
the hand and voice of F. W., for many years a Los 
Angeles City Councilman representing labor interests. 

Immediately conscience said to me: “Here’s your 
chance, ready made; witness to F. W. Tell him there’s 
been a change, that you’re a Christian now.” 

But I didn’t do it. F. W., politician-like, was full 
of talk, and I let him talk. But I was ill at ease. 
Between God’s voice and F, W.’s voice I was miser- 
able. I anxiously waited for my “E” car. “My!” I 
thought, “the street car service in this town is rot- 
ten.” 

Finally my “E” car came and I escaped. But I 
was false; false to God, false to F. W., and false 
to myself. No doubt if I had begun telling F. W. of 
my conversion he would suddenly have remembered 
an appointment and disappeared around the nearest 
corner and kept on going.. And I would have been 
left with plenty of time to catch my “E” car and 
to realize that after all the L. A. car service wasn’t 
so bad. 

And so the Editor of Tat Sunpay ScHoot Times 
had really builded better than he knew. For through 
him God was saying to me: “Go back, go back! 
you cowardly Jonah, and preach the Gospel to Nine- 
veh before my judgments fall upon you!” 

I didn’t sleep much that night. As I listed rapidly 
in my mind the many I should have to interview, the 
thought of bearding all those fire-eating despisers of 
the Truth in their dens almost paralyzed me. You 
see, I knew them so well. I had been one of them. 


Wt THE Editor of Tue Sunpay ScHovu.i 





With this article a converted atheist begins one 
of the most remarkable series The Sunday School 
Times has ever been privileged to publish. By 
unanswerable facts he will show what Atheism 
does to Atheists. The series will continue for 
several months. Ten-Week subscriptions at 25 
cents each will secure a number of these articles; 
or the special rate of $1 for 30 weeks will cover 
the entire series. 








I just knew they would eat me up. Besides, it would 
take weeks of heart-breaking search to find even a 
few of the many I had known. 

I couldn’t start at once. My employer required 
two weeks notice before granting me a furlough. 

And this was fortunate. For it gave me time to 
pray, and ask others to pray. And, as always, with 
prayer came peace. I knew it was the call of God. 
And when God sends, he empowers. He who said, 
“I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee” would go 
before me. He would anoint me, supply courage, send 
wisdom, open doors and hearts. “In all thy ways 
acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths” (Prov. 
3:6). So, as the days passed, my spirit grew quiet 
and my courage grew strong. 

In reporting what the Editor said to me the object 
of the series has already been set forth. Atheism in 
the United States as elsewhere is organized, arrogant, 
and aggressive. “The God idea” is to be killed, the 
Bible is to be discredited and sent into the limbo of 
forgotten things. Christians smile at all this Don 
Quixote marshaling and prancing and poising of lances. 
God and his Word are well able to take care of them- 
selves. They were here long before these little upstart 
atheists were dry behind their ears. And they will 
be here long after the atheists have gone to meet the 
great Judge of us all. 

But there is another side to all this. Atheists are 
deceiving and being deceived. Satan, who denies his 
own personality, Satan the first liar and master de- 
ceiver, is using them as dupes. 

There is not only action, but reaction. The gun not 
only propels a bullet, but it recoils or kicks back, as 
ariillerymen well know. The truth here expressed 
runs all through nature. The thought I try to ex- 
press not only goes out to others, it comes back to 
face me, either blessing or damning me according as 
it is true or false. The chickens come home to roost. 
African slavery, like all slavery, cursed the slave 
holder as well as the slave, and perhaps in even 
greater degree. If I deal in poison I am apt to 
absorb some of it myself. All the world loves a 
lover. Love is the interest the world pays on the 
love it gets. Love and you are loved. Hate and you 
are hated. Human experience is full of such truisms. 

Atheism is a deadly spiritual poison. And the athe- 
ist is himself a victim of his own error. This series 
of articles is to be a sign: “Poison! Keep Away!” 


Young Mr. Atheist’s Older Brother 


The present atheist movement is a young persons’ 
movement, like the “Young” Communist movement. 
Youth is enthusiastic and radical. Age is conservative 
and cautious. The sober thought is the second thought. 

The men and women of my atheistic days are on 
the western slope of life. Their philosophy has had 
time to ripen and bear its bitter fruit. “Ye shall 
know them by their fruits: Do men gather grapes 
of thorns, or figs of thistles?” (Matt. 7: 16.) 

By its fruits we may know a philosophy of life. 
Does it bring happiness, peace, victory over human 
weaknesses? Does it keep husbands and wives 
together? Does it keep the children off the streets 
at night? Does it keep youth pure and crown old age 
with honor? Does it keep men out of jail and sorrow 
out of women’s lives? In the wear and tear of the 
“Yong trail” of life, does it commend itself? Is it 
a good thing to live by and die by? Come now, is it? 

And so it was given to me to go to those I had 
known who, like myself, had sown unbelief in their 
life’s springtime, and ask them frankly what they 
have found the harvest to be as the autumn has come 
on and the time of the “sere and yellow leaf” is at 
hand. 

And, anyway, whether they tell me or not, I am 
to witness to them of my own salvation and report 
upon what I hear and observe. I am once more a 
reporter. I am going to interview young Mr. Athe- 
ist’s older brother. And, knowing God sees me, I 
am to tell the truth, or-as much of it as I can get 
hold of. 

Another thing. In these investigations we shall try 
to keep our feet on the ground. This series of articles 











is not to be an argumentative adventure into the dim 
regions of abstractions. As I said above, we shall 
test theories by results alone. We have our lives 
to live and we are choosing a spiritual diet. If athe- 
ism is a good thing as shown by the laboratory test 
of experience, then by all means let us have it. If the 
God that Washington and Lincoln prayed to is only 
a mistaken “Idea,” and the Bible that Queen Victoria 
loved is a vicious Book, then let us know it. But 
if God is really our rock and refuge and strong for- 
tress, and his Word the only safe lamp to our feet 
and light to our pathway, then by all means we should 
know that. “Ye shall know the truth, and the truth 
shall make you free” (John 8: 32). 

We are living in a day of a so-called “freedom” 
that is license gone mad. Atheism is a phase of this 
insanity. But there are signs of a revolt against 
revolt. The pendulum shows signs of swinging back 
to the old moorings. An -article by Mrs. Marian 
Castle in The Woman’s World (New Yorks on the 
drift back to sanity in the “Woman Movement” is 
a case in point, and I am quoting part of it. 

A newspaper comment upon this article says edi- 
torially: “They are coming back. Not in scattered 
bands, but in regiments and battalions. The great 
runaway army of ‘emancipated’ women have finished 
their stampede and slowly, yet surely, with opened 
eyes and chastened spirits, they are coming home. 
Perhaps if you are a busy and unobserving man you 
haven't noticed it, but if you have any doubt about 
it, look up some of your women friends who have 
been cavoriing on the merry-go-round and ask them 
what they think about it. Ask any woman. Here is 
one who tells the story in such graphic words that 
we can’t refrain from giving her a lot of valuable 
space. Marian Castle displays courage as well as 
intelligence in her narration of her story of the quest 
of phantom liberty and her return to the simple joys 
of a home, a family, and a closer walk with God.” 


A “New Woman” Decides to “Run Toward God” 


Says Mrs. Castle in. the latter part of her article: 

“I am tired of pretending that all husbands and 
wives are in a state of armed neutrality. I shall be 
honest with myself, even though I descend to sicken- 
ing depths of sentimentality. I may even go so far 
as to proclaim that there was only one perfect mate 
in the whole world for me—and that I married him. 
As for children, there is no prognosticating the lengths 
to which I may go in declaring that homes are par- 
ticularly delightful places to be brought up in; that 
parental love is deliciously kind and shielding and 
unquestioning. That a child is not always a biological 
accident, but may be the deeply to be desired climax 
of a happy marriage. Drunk with my freedom from 
freedom, I shall boldly declare that realism is life. 
And that life is not entirely a mosaic of perversion, 
insanity, incest and open sewers. That life, and hence 
realism, is as much the primrose as the manure, and 
that I have always entertained a faint and inexplicable 
preference for primroses to manure. That so long as 
I can know that there is upreaching in humanity, that 
there are new babies to be bravely borne, old men to 
die serenely and young men to live gallantly; so long 
as there are sunrises and snow-capped peaks and lit- 
tle towns with smoke curling out of chimneys; so long 
as there are great cities with greater churches and 
kneeling multitudes—so long as there are all these 
things, I shall choose my own pattern for the thing 
called realism. Of course I shall be lonely. Icono- 
clasts are. I am going to believe in the- things I 
want to believe in and do the things I want to do. 
I am going to dare to say, ‘So sorry, but playing 
for high stakes gives me nervous indigestion. I'd 
rather not.’ Or, ‘I’ve sworn off bridge. It enrages 
my husband and bores me. Besides, I have a new book 


to read. No, not ‘The Well of Loneliness.’ I shall 
be able to say, ‘No cocktails, thanks. I don’t like 
them, and, besides, I doubt your bootlegger.’ I shall 


calmly admit that I am afraid. That there are times 
when I wake up in the middle of the night, to con- 
template illness or separation or death, and feel like 
a small and lonely sou! shivering on a vast hilltop 
with all the winds of eternity blowing about me. 

“And then, like a frightened child, J] run toward God. 
Yes, I will admit it. Ostracism will be sweet, mar- 
tyrdom its own reward. For I shall have rebelled 
— rebellion, and I shall be free of this new free- 

om. 

“If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall 
be free indeed.” Let us hope that there will be a like 
“coming back home” from the stampede away from 
God and his Holy Word. 


(Te be continued) 
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stick to his last’”).—Mr. Julian Huxley, son 

of Thomas Huxley, one time popularizer of 
Darwinism, writes on mission policies in the Novem- 
ber Harper's Magazine. Why he should have been 
selected for such a task is hard to see. Certainly 
he has no considerable acquain.ance with the matter 
in hand and less sympathy with the inner driving 
force of the missionary movement. His advice is of 
the sort that a pagan philosopher of second century 
Rome might have given to primitive Christians. All 
such people, modern as well as ancient, live in another 
world than a Christian world, move on another plarie, 
and, unless they are reconciled to the Gospel of Christ, 
face another destiny hereafter. 

The missionary movement is a volunteer move- 
ment financed by Christians for certain definite ends. 
It is in no way the concern of those outside the 
Christian Church, who not only do not support it 
but who have no essential relations with its sup- 
porters. Yet Mr. Huxley actually undertakes to 
advise Christians concerning the way they should 
carry on their work in this field. He says: “A mis- 
sionary in Africa is a man who sets out to remold 
the immemorial life of whole peoples. . . . This is 
a very responsible, not to say ticklish job. And one 
surely has a right to demand that the men who under- 
take it shall submit to definite training (in psychology, 
history, biology, etc.).” 

Who is the “one” who has the sure right to make 
such “demands”? Unbelievers like Mr. Huxley? And 
what is the basis for such demands? ‘No taxation 
without representation” can be properly inverted to 
“No representation without taxation.” For a non- 
contributor to missions to attempt to outline mission 
policies is a strange invasion of others’ affairs. 

It is a striking fact that the modern and civilized world 
(apart from the Christian Church within it, but not 
of it) has never felt any responsibility for the physi- 
cal and mental needs of the vast populations outside 
of Christendom. I recall only one instance where the 
class of which the Huxleys are fair representatives 
have done anything in the line of missions. The 
Halle chemist Schweiger, far back in 1821, founded 
the Verein sur Verbreitung von Naturkentniss, a mis- 
sionary organization for teaching, not Christianity, but 
natural sciences to the ignorant peoples of the heathen 
world. Goethe contributed (once only) a small (very 
small) sum to its work, but it soon died for want of 
support. A century has passed. Mr. Huxley calls 
attention to the need of organizations and ministries 
along this line. He says: “Many people with the 
missionary spirit do not belong to any church. As 
a result there is at present no outlet in the mission- 
ary field for their enthusiasm. If it were possible 
to organize a non-sectarian mission a large new supply 
of energy and devotion would be put at the service 
of native peoples.” But the non-sectarian (that is, 
non-Christian) world, with all its resources of wealth 
and knowledge, has never undertaken altruistic work 
of this sort, and we may be sure it never will. Mr. 
Huxley confesses that it is “much harder to get con- 
tributions for the slow work of what I may call 
anthropological missionizing [that is, sanitary and edu- 
cational enterprises] than for the more spectacular 
business of quantitative conversion.” Sure enough. 
Andy he might have added that without the contribu- 
tions of Christians no merely humanitarian program 
would ever get far. 7 

So in default of an organization or movement among 
his own class Mr. Huxley returns to the extensive 
and powerful missions of the Christian Church which 
he describes as “a Third Estate of the realm in almost 
all African territories.” “Let us recognize and regu- 
Jarize the conditions,” he says, proposing to make 
Missions play second violin to governmental educa- 
tion and sanitation. But there is no danger that any 
mission will think twice of Mr. Huxley, his article, 
or his plans. 

Meanwhile the American Christian public should 
take notice of this affront to its great enterprise which 
appears in Harper’s Magasine. 


N°‘ SUTOR Ultra Crepidam (‘‘Let the cobbler 


“The grave question is whether conversion may 
not do as much harm as good . . . by rotting away 
the framework of native tradition,” says Mr. Hux- 
ley. This is oid stuff. It was cast in Livingstone’s 
teeth in his day, and his comment was, “I can stand 
a good deal of bosh, but to tell me that Christianity 
makes people worse, — ugh! tell that to young trout!” 
Dan Crawford gives the testimony of an African 
heathen: “Yes! that man is saved. Why do I know 
it?) Why do I know it is daylight without leaving 
my dark hut to see if there are streaks of dawn? I 


know by the singing of the sunrise birds, Their music 
gets into the blackness of my house without my both- 
ering to get out and see if the east is reddening. So, 
too, a Christian and this new heart of his. 1 cannot 
get in past bone and blood, to inspect it, but the 
new heart comes out in song like sunrise birds.” 

Who would not wish “the framework of. native 
tradition rotted away’ or burnt away as speedily as 
possible, — traditior. for example, which shuts young 
women up in a hut at a time of tribal initiation to 
a riot of sin, which feeds the frenzy with a drug until 
they fall in a trance and speak with tongues of evil 
spirits. Or that tradition which throws the living 
wives of a dead chief into a pit, places their dead 
husband above them, and then shovels in the dirt 
until the pit is filled. Above this living grave the 
heathen dance the night through in accordance with 
good old traditions. 

Mr. Huxley takes up the cudgels against the native 
Christians who denounce shrines outside African huts. 
“These shrines are really models of huts where a 
simple and admirable ritual of ancestor worship is 
carried on.” ‘iere speaks the hopeless dilettante! 
Back to your last, Mr. Huxley. Back to the missing 
links. Back to the unbridged gulf between inverte- 
brate and vertebrate! Back to pterodactyl and eohip- 
pus and amphioxus and pentailed shrew and all the 
rest of your evolutionary mystification. 

“The wisdom of this world is foolishness with 
God.” So Paul wrote. The early missionaries to 
Angola were called afulu, or fools, as some white 
person had told the blacks that they were “fools go- 
ing into the interior to convert the natives.” In the 
intervening years the life and testimony of the mis- 
sionaries have given another significance to the word, 
so that is now means men of upright and sterling 
character. The Roman Catholic bishop of Angola 
even says that it is a term of endearment pronounced 
lovingly by the Africans. 


The Jubilee in Angola.—Last year was the fiftieth 
anniversary of the founding of the American Board 
Mission in Angola, and jubilee gatherings were held 





Caste Revolt in India 





The so-called ‘‘Self-Respect”” Movement 
is going through the whole of the low castes 
of South India, a movement to break down 
Brahman tyranny. The organ of the movement 
is called Revolt and is published in both 
Tamil and English. A writer in The Christian 
Herald teils us that this newspaper title is 

rinted in red ink. “It begins with a small 
r’ and each letter gets larger until the final ‘t’ 
stands out, huge and towering. It looked 
like a fire that began small with the first let- 
ter and was a blazing conflagration when it 
got to the last,—and this was what was 
meant.” So here are sixty million outcasts 
in open revolt from the Brahmans and 
struggling upward to the light, to freedom 
and to self-respect. 











in honor of the event. One who was present writes: 
“The most impressive thing about the whole wonder- 
ful occasion was the multitude of Christians. From 
ten to fifteen thousand natives filled an enormous 
camp on the hill above the pageant ground. Yet 
there were hundreds of villages which sent no dele- 
gates. 

“All this in fifty years! It is only the work of 
God! Man could not do it alone. To see the flower 
garden of ‘Sunday best,’ all the people nicely clothed, 
shows a material change typical of the change in life 
and thought. To see them taking communion at the 
Lord’s Table shakes the foundations of one’s emotions. 
Perhaps we who have been with them know best what 
it means because we know from what they have come, 
brought out of their hideous filth and cruelties into 
the love and mercy of God. We know what the Holy 
Spirit does. 

“And our guests who have not labored with the 
children to correct mistakes in singing of simple hymns, 
can they realize what it meant to see those five hun- 
dred singing the difficult music of Handel’s Esther 


cantata, poised and unafraid before such a crowd; to 
hear the girl who was my greatest trial with her 
raucous voice, singing a sweet, tender solo? 

“The foreign guests were given an opportunity to 
see the contrasts in cusioms and village life, then 


‘and now, —all but the horrors. and the dirt, for the 


missionaries objected to reviving those memories. 
Then came the story of the schools, — first the evan- 
gelist in a heathen village, then a school in a far place 
where a Dondi graduate taught from a chart hung 
on a tree as so many of us have done. Then the 
lights were turned on to a carpenter shop. As: each 
department appeared out of the darkness we saw what 
Dondi School had done for its hundreds of pupils, 
— blacksmithing, tailoring, shoemaking, building, typ- 
ing, agriculture, organ playing, printing, medicine. 
They stand and sing ‘Stand up, stand up for Jesus’ 
and the chorus swells gradually with newcomers, all 
the graduates of Dondi marching up to join them and 
all singing. 

“The Means School for girls made similar display 
of its work. Pounding rocks are shown where the 
women come to pound their corn into meal and to 
review the gossip of the week. A Dondi girl, who 
has come with her Dondi graduate husband to begin 
work in the village, joins the pounding group and 
tells them about her school. As she names each kind 
of work it appears out of the darkness behind. Then 
followed a symbolic scene, Dondi girls lighting their 
lamps at the lamps of faith and knowledge and going 
out to light others. A white Cross, an enormous thing 
as of alabaster, shone forth, and from the darkness 
below came marching all the boys and girls from the 
two schools singing,.as they climbed, “Beneath the 
cross of Jesus I fain would take my stand,” until they 
all had gathered about the foot of the symbol for which 
we live. Then came the climax of all. In that place 
on the riverside where the heathen women of count- 
less generations had wailed their dead in hopeless 
despair, all those voices of Christ’s own sang the 
Hallelujah Chorus from the Messiah. _. 

“Thank God for the wonderful results of the preach- 
ing of the pure Gospel for fifty years,” writes Miss 
Janette Miller in closing this report, “and pray with 
an agony of prayer, as I do, that this great work may 
not be destroyed by the old rationalism which has 
been such an enemy of faith since the serpent told 
Eve she need not believe the Word of God.” 


The Bitter Irony of “The Inclusive Policy.”— 
Miss Janette E. Miller has been for nearly twenty 
years connected with the American Board Mission in 
Angola, West Africa. But in late years the atmos- 
phere of the mission has been changing and this mis- 
sionary feels unable to continue “though still remaining 
in the denomination to see if there will be a con- 
tinuing Congregational church left when this wave of 
old heresies with beautiful new names passes over it 
as it did a hundred years ago.” She has attached her- 
self to a little French-Swiss mission work among 
the same people in Angola. These missionaries have 
but the pittance of $10 monthly for each person and 
attempt to earn the balance of their living,— one mis- 
sionary, M. Mermoud, chauffering a truck. Miss 
Miller writes of them: “To be heré is like being in 
a dream of what the apostolic church was,—so con- 
secrated, so sacrificing, so zealous are these born-again 
children of the Lord.” If any, especially Congrega- 
tionalists, feel called to help Miss Miller and this little 
group of loyalists of the Philafrican Mission, send to 
her in care of Mr. Charlton E. Partridge, Bank of 
Michigan, Detroit. 

In a recent news-letter Miss Miller tells of a mis- 
sion boy who, attracted by money-making prospects, 
ran away to the coast but who, Jonah-like, was turned 
back. He said “Jehovah spoke to me.” So he re- 
turned to evangelism and- after a month came back 
with a village chieftain who said that though his people 
had never before heard the Word they all now wished 
to believe. ‘When he spoke of the marvel of a King 
and Judge, who had given his life himself to settle the 
fine, he could not speak without little laughs of pure 
joy welling up. He knelt with us and prayed his first 
prayer. It had no beginning and no ending but it had 
a middle, now I can tell you. No beautiful man-made 
prayer ever went higher.” 


Contemporary Christian Biography. — Monica 
Faralon of the Philippines is a Methodist itinerant 
of the old model. He had been a public school teacher, 
but in 1920 was sent to the great undeveloped Prov- 
ince of Isabela,—a circuit as large as the State of 
Delaware being assigned to him. He became the 
prophet of the long road in this Province. His white 
sun-hat and worn horse were soon well known on all 
the trails. For nine long years he kept at it unre- 
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mittingly. He preached in homes, he preached in the 
tobacco sheds of the plantations. More than once he 
scarce escaped the jaws of the great alligators which 
swarm in the rivers. . 

After nine years his original circuit had become 
five, his one chapel multiplied ninefold; his budget 
of self-support tenfold, the number of his Sunday- 
schools eightfold. Then he started out for untouched 
fields, leaving to others the care of the churches so 
well established. He is now preaching in any place 
in the valleys where he can get folks to listen to: him. 
Here is a Filipino version of Peter Cartright, the 
Methodist saddle-bag preacher of pioneer days. 

Sidney J. W. Clark, who has recently passed away, 
was an English business man who established nearly 
one hundred branches of his firm in various towns in 
the North of England. But his heart was in foreign 
missions, and at the age of forty-six he retired to 
devote himself to their promotion. He made extended 
visits to the mission fields and published numerous 
pamphlets urging greater emphasis on evangelism as 
the central thing in missions. Some years ago he 
set apart a trust fund to yield $6,000 for twelve years 
of evangelism in Northern, Central, and Eastern China. 
Bands of trained Chinese evangelists called Clark 
Evangelistic Bands, are at work in the villages of 
these parts of China. Mr. Clark was a large sup- 
porter of the World Dominion surveys and publica- 


tions. He was a man of prayer and devotion. 


Dr. Graham of Kalimpong is one of the notable 
figures in present-day India, and his work at Kalim- 
poag with its hospitals, rest-houses, industries, farm, 
children’s cottages, and so on, constitutes one of the 
notable philanthropies of India. We may say in 
passing that the plant and its support have come 
largely from the British business men of Calcutta who 
have been often thought to be toe deeply immersed 
in merchandising to care for ideal and Christian 
things. The annual Calcutta Dinner in- London is 
an important event and is attended by many notables. 
This year Dr. Graham of Kalimpong was the guest 
of honor, and was introduced by Lord Zetland as 
“the saint of Kalimpong.” His saintliness is of a 
very different order in its clean, honest, practical, un- 
selfish, philanthropic quality from that of the mock 
saint who now holds the center of the Hindu stage. 
“We meet tonight,” he said, “with a deep sorrow in 
our hearts because of the signs of an increasing loss 
of faith in Britain on the part of the India we love.” 
He deprecated giving away to resentment because 
of the mob violence that had followed the exagger- 
ations and untruths of unscrupulous agitators. Then 
he quoted the fine words of Mrs. Browning: 


Conquering 
May prove as lordly and complete a thing 
In lifting upward as in crushing low, 


truly adding that lifting upward has been the under- 
lying purpose of the real Britain in the past as it is 
its declared policy today even to raise India to a 
place of equal privilege and power in the League of 
the British Empire. “The British Empire, imperfect 
as it may still be, represents the most hopeful school 
of political union the world has known,—a school 
which embraces representatives of almost every race 
and color and creed afid stage of civilization, —all 
learning the great science of how to live together in 
peace and mutual helpfulness. It would be a disaster 
of Himalayan proportions if India were to withdraw 
from the school.” 

Every missionary in India would endorse that ut- 
terance and none in India are better qualified to pass 
judgment. 


The well-known Roman Catholic publicist, Hilaire 
Belloc, bluntly told us in The Atlantic Monthly some 
months ago that the Roman Church and the modern 
state. are fundamentally antagonistic and that when 
the conflict comes the state must yield. There are 
implications of all sorts of trouble in this assertion, 
and it is breaking out. In Venezuela the Archbishop 
of Valencia published a pastoral against civil marriage. 
The President of the country ordered his éxpulsion. 
The archbishop asked for a suspension of the decree. 
It was answered that he must first declare that he 
“would respect and abide by the supremacy and in- 
tegrity of our laws.” Other bishops associated them- 
selves with their archbishop in a published statement. 
The minister of public instruction in reply stated that 
the bishops had taken an attitude to which the govern- 
ment could not submit without surrendering the in- 
dependence and sovereignty of the nation. So once 
more church and state have locked horns in South 
America. In Malta a world power, the Papacy, has 
challenged another world power, the British Empire. 
Maltese voters have been ordered not to vote for a 
candidate unsatisfactory to the Roman Church, al- 
though he is actually a Roman Catholic. The British 
government has answered by suspending elections and 
the constitution of Malta. It is a reaffirmation of the 
proud words of the Thirty-seventh Article: “The 
Bishop of Rome hath no jurisdiction in this realm of 
England.” Back of the Vatican is presumably the 
Italian government. 

The Rev. J. A. Kaye of Tollington Park, London, 
was for nineteen months a wartime chaplain in Malta. 
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He describes the people of Malta as the most poverty- 
stricken he has ever seen. Yet there is a priest on 
the island to every eight inhabitants and the churches 
are stored with wealth. In preaching on the action 
of the British government regarding Malta he chose 
his text from Pavl’s Maltese experiences: ‘“He shook 
off the beast . . . and felt no harm.” 


The brighter side of the Russian religious situa- 
tion is reported by the Rev. John Johnson who has re- 
cently returned from Russia. He tells us that he was 
present sixteen times at the meetings of evangelical 
Christians in Leningrad and Moscow, himself preaching 
eight times. “I have come to the conclusion that the 
Russian people have a great thirst for the Word of 
God and. faith in him. At one of the conferences in 
Leningrad the communion was celebrated. So large 
was the number of believers attending that a loaf of 
ten pounds and sixteen quarts of wine were used. At 
the Easter celebration in the Evangelical church there 
were 1,700 present, although the hall seats but 700. 
A’ young man delivered a resurrection sermon, and 
two choirs of about seventy-five voices each rendered 
appropriate hymns. 

“While the street processions and meetings of the 
militant atheists in Moscow were small, ugly, and 
miserable, in the Church of the Saviour, Moscow, on 
Easter Day fifteen thousand people gathered and some 
twenty-five clergy officiated at the services.” 

The Riga correspondent of the Giornale d’Italia gives 
the following picture of the growth of evangelical Chris- 
tianity in present-day Russia. “The spirit of revival 
spreads ever more widely, often secretly, especially 
among workmen who are threatened with loss of em- 
ployment if their faith become known. Reading of 
the Gospels translated from the ancient Slavonic into 
modern Russian and its exposition forms the chief sub- 
ject of meetings. Aid to the sick and needy is obliga- 
tory on the brethren. The number of evangelical 
Christians, and especially of Baptists, increases in an 
extraordinary way. 

“It is noteworthy that the evangelical movement is 
entering the Jewish population among whom the Gos- 





Russian Persecution 





A communication in World Dominion 
quotes The Atheist of Moscow to the effect 
that in several Moscow schools the Com- 
munist teachers instruct the children to spy 
out and report on those visiting churches to 
pray. The children are to make daily re- 
ports. The same paper announces with sat- 
isfaction that the children have not even 
spared their own parents and have also en- 
tered on their lists the names of little girls 
in their own schools. These young spies 
are rewarded with book prizes and receive 
official congratulations from the authorities. 


Towns and villages in Russia are receiving 
new names if their former names carried any 
reference to God or the saints. ‘There are 
now in Soviet Russia thirty-five anti-religious 
universities and fifteen anti-religious faculties 
with over 7,000 students. These are set 
apart for the training of anti-religious 
propagandists. . 


Since July 1, 1930, all divisions of the 
Russian army have been provided with anti- 
religious instructors. Those taking the two- 
year course in preparation for this work at 
the Communist Institute in Leningrad will 
receive large considerations, including sup- 
port of their families while studying. 











pel is now venerated as the Thora (the Law) is. 
Evangelical Christians willingly fraternize with He- 
brew followers of the Gospel. 

“This extraordinary religious ferment passes be- 
yond the limits of a single sectarian movement. By 
its general character it manifests the symptoms of a 
national renascence.” 


Dr. Legrain of Paris has been for forty years the 
head of all the insane asylums of France, and for 
most of this time has led the anti-alcohol and pro- 
hibitionist group in France. He is a man of superb 
scientific standing, laureate of the Academy of Medi- 
cine and of the Academy of Sciences, president of the 
Medico-Psychologique Society, of the Clinical Society 
of Mental Medicine, professor in the School of Social 
Sciences, founder with Deherme of the People’s Uni- 
versities. He has been a leader in the abolitionist 
movement for the suppression of prostitution, and has 
given his best strength and brilliant gifts to the diffi- 
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cult task of enlightening France concerning the dan- 
gers of alcoholism. Dr. Legrain opposes alcohol in 
every form, wine included, in spite of the French 
tradition. 

Professor Oepke of the University of Leipzig, 
writing on the Augsburg Confession, says: “We have 
experienced the most remarkable surprises regarding 
the appraisal of the Pauline Gospel in its relation to 
the Scriptures as a whole. A generation ago they 
called Paul the second founder of Christianity (really 
meaning its corruptor) and sent forth the watch-cry 
—a watch-cry which has not even yet entirely died 
down, ‘Back from Paul to Jesus.’ The scientific the- 
ology of today judges almost wholly otherwise. An 
investigator so little given to dogmatism as Albert 
Schweitzer teaches us that there can be no talk of a 
gulf between Jesus and Paul. In extreme modernist 
circles we even hear: ‘Away from the synoptic 
Gospels to Paul and John.’ We refuse all such ephem- 
eral exaggerations.” 


“The Children’s Church” is the name given to the 
Sunday-school in Wurtemburg, and it is refreshing 
to learn that it flourishes. There are now such Sun- 
day services in 1,067 churches of this old German 
kingdom, led by 690 pastors and 5,577 laymen and 
laywomen. The number of children in attendance is 
117,500. The teaching is evangelical, but it has its 
enemies. Thus Profesor Niebergall of Heidelberg 
has written lately in the familiar style of the. desir- 
ability of using legends and stories from general litera- 
ture as well as Biblical “harratives, in Sunday-school 
instruction. 


The Russellites specialize in criticism of the Chris- 
tian ministry as a self-seeking and maney-loving caste. 
A correspondent of the Allegemeine Evangelische 
Kirchenseitung says that his father was a pastor in 
Wurtemburg and editor of a religious paper. In 1913 
he received a large package of books from Pastor 
Russell, the founder of the Earnest Bible Student 
Movement. “With these came a letter from Mr. Rus- 
sell in which he said- he had heard my father speak 
in a conference in North Germany. He urged him 
to join the Russellite movement, described the nature 
of its work, and at the end said, ‘As for the financial 
end of the thing I can promise you that you will re- 
ceive a considerably larger income than is customary 
with Wurtemburg pastors.’ Books and letters both 
went into the stove.” 


The Secretary of the Student Volunteer Move- 
ment telJls us that the peak years of student interest 
in missions were 1920 and 1921. As a result, 1,731 
new missionaries went out from the United States 
and Canada in 1920, and 1,620 in 1921. Since then 
there has been a decline to 558 in 1927. During the 
same period the number of Student Volunteers de- 
creased from 2,783 to 388! During this period mis- 
sionary emphasis dropped out of many Student Chris- 
tian Association programs on local campuses and in 
week-end and summer conferences. Recently there 
has been a slight recovery, 667 new missionaries hav- 
ing been sent out in 1928. Yet this is below the re- 
placement level by more than 300. 


Brief Notes.—Another ‘martyr death is reported 
from Africa, that of Miss Hulda Stumpf, for twenty- 
five years a missionary of the Africa Inland Mission, 
latterly in Kenya Colony. She was suffocated and 
then mutilated with a knife in the peculiar way of 
certain tribal ceremonies. . .. There are now some 
two million Mexicans in the United States. The vast 
majority of them are without any religion whatsoever, 
either because of indifference or because the recent 
conflicts between church and state in Mexico have 
alienated them from the church of their upbringing. 
Those working among them affirm that in school they 
are as fine and as capable as any in our land. “When 
you add to the fiery enthusiasm of the Spaniard the 
stick-to-it-iveness of the Aztec you have a wonderful 
combination for pioneer mission work. The laws 
which forbid foreigners being ministers in Mexico 
make it imperative to prepare the choicest of these 
Mexicans in the United States to return to their own 
land as evangelists and pastors.” .. . Inter-racial 
amity is, with pacifism, one of the fads of present- 
day theological liberalism. That it is a fad is clear 
from a report in The New York Herald-Tribune of 
March 3, 1930, which informs us that the Harlem 
branch of the New York Federation of Churches and 
several other bodies held a social meeting in which 
white and colored people danced together. Why not 
rather an inter-racial prayer-meeting? ... The 
Portuguese government has indefinitely suspended 
all decrees in its East African dependencies, which 
have been protested by missions as infringements of 
religious toleration. It is hoped that a similar pro- 
nouncement will soon in Portuguese East Africa per- 
mit the unhampered use of the Bible and hymns in 
the native vernacular. .. . The Reformed Church in | 
the United States has been especially successful in 
reaching and shepherding the Hungarian Protestant 
immigrants to the United States, and some thirty 
thousand of them have been added to the member- 
ship of that church, changed from a hesitating and 
often suspicious group. into a faithful and loyal one. 

SxKopsBerGc, DENMARK. 
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Sharing the Triumph of Our Tempted Saviour 


How his temptations point the way to victory for the individual and for the race 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, Dean of Columbia Bible College 














This revealing study of our Lord’s temptations is a side-light on the Sunday-school lesson of January 25, and 
should reach most readers in time to be of service in teaching that lesson, entitled ‘‘Jesus Tempted,’’ which was 
treated in last week’s issue of the Times. 


come to human beings, and how they are to be 

met. We read in Hebrews 2: 17 the remarkable 
statement, “It behooved him in all things to be made 
like unto his brethren,” and then follow the words that 
form the appropriate Golden Text for the temptation 
lesson of January 25: “In that he himself hath suffered 
being tempted, he is able to succor them that are 
tempted.” Our Lord was tempted in all poinis like 
as we are, not in the sense that he experienced all 
the individual temptations that have come to other 
men, but in the sense that he was tempted on all sides 
of his human nature. The three temptations show that 
there are three channels through which the appeal may 
be made. That is, all the natural human desires may 
be gathered together into three kinds of desires. Our 
Lord was sinless, and in this different from us; but 
he had these natural desires. Temptation is not sin, 
and need have no connection with it. Our Lord could 
not sin, for he was God, and our redemption could 
not have been contingent on his possible failure in 
temptation. But the temptations were very real. 

Dr. Melvin Grove Kyle has defined temptation some- 
what as follows: “Temptation is the stirring up of 
a natural desire to go beyond the bound set by God.” 
Or we may define temptation as the appeal to a natur 1 
desire to be used contrary to the will of God. : 

Christ’s first temptation made an appeal to his 
natural desire for food. He was hungry, and the 
suggestion to change the stone into bread was an 
appeal to satisfy an appetite that was not in itself 
evil. It is not a sin to be hungry, nor is it a sin 
to have our appetites appealed to, provided they are 
natural and legitimate appetites, such as the hunger 
for food. The temptation in the case of our Lord was 
as real as the hunger was, even though there was no 
danger that he would give way to the temptation. 
This physical desire for food was linked closely with 
the human life as a whole. So the tempter came with 
the implied question, “If thou art the Son of God, 
command this stone that it become bread.” The temp- 
tation came just after the baptism; would our Lord 
work the first miracle in his own behalf, taking care of 
his own bodily needs? There appears also the tempta- 
tion to try out his miraculous power and to confirm 
the fact that he had heard the voice of his Father and 
that he now had power to command the stones. It 
has been suggested that the round, flat stones of the 
desert resembled the small loaves of bread and thus 
haturally suggested the tempter’s thought. 

This first temptation represents the appeal to our 
bodily appetites or desires, and if this temptation is 
yielded to, we call it the lust of the flesh. ‘ . 

In the second temptation, as the order is given in 
Luke, the Devil shows our Lord all the kingdoms of 
the world and the glory of them, and makes the offer, 
“To thee will I give all this authority, and the glory 
of them: for it hath been delivered unto me; and to 
whomsoever I will I give it. If thou therefore wilt 
worship before me, it shall all be thine.” Having 
failed in his appeal to the bodily desires, the Devil 
comes to a higher level and appeals to the desire of 
our Lord to get possession of all the kingdoms of 
the world. God had given to man the whole world 
as ‘1% domain. The first. man Adam, through sin, 
lost control of the world, and in a real sense it passed 
into control of Satan. Our Lord Jesus came to re- 
gain tontrol of all the kingdoms of the world, winning 
them back for man. The second temptation was an 
appeal to this perfectly right desire to get possession 
of these earthly things that belong to him. 

This temptation is an appeal to the natural desire 
that men have to get possession of things. In the 
case of our Lord the appeal was to get possession of 
all kingdoms of the earth in order that he might use 
them for the glory of his Father. The desire was a 
perfectly right desire. It was a temptation to evil 
because the suggestion is made that this desire be sat- 
isfied in a way contrary to the will of God. Our Lord 
will eventually have possession of all the kingdoms of 
the earth, but they must come by the way of the cross, 
and what a long road of suffering that way has proved. 
They must come through the complete defeat of Satan, 
the usurper and the adversary of man. Here is a 
temptation to gain them immediately by compromising 
with the great Enemy. And any compromise with 
him must be a worshiping of him. It seems clear 
from the fourteenth chapter of Isaiah and other pas- 
sages that Satan’s original sin consisted in his pride, 
and his desire to usurp the place of the Son of God, 


On Lord’s temptations reveal how temptations 


exalting himself as God in order that other creatures 
might worship him. 

In the case of other men it is less than the posses- 
sion of ali the kingdoms of the earth that makes an 
appeal to them, but essentially it is the same appeal. 
As the first temptation appeals to the natural desires 
of the body, so the second temptation appeals to our 
desire for all that is outside our body, the things of 
this world. When we yield to such a temptation 
there results the sin of the lust of the eye or covet- 
ousness. The expression “the lust of the eye” in 
Scripture does not refer to such a sin as a man look- 
ing on a woman to lust after her (that is the lust 
of the flesh) ; but the lust of the eye refers to covet- 
ousness, or the desire to get possession of things in 
a wrong way. The temptation of our Lord reveals 
the startling fact that the essential meaning of covet- 
ousness is the worship of Satan, in other words, 
idolatry. To put anything between God and ourselves 
is idolatry, and so it is said, “covetousness, which is 
idolatry” (Col. 3:5). 

The third temptation as recorded by, Luke is per- 
haps the most subtle of all, for it is ‘an appeal to 
eur Lord to give a sign that would demonstrate to 
the Jewish people that he was truly the Messiah, the 
Son of God. In the first temptation Satan raised 
the question, “If thou art the Son of God,” and sug- 
gested that this be confirmed by the working of a 
miracle that would supply the personal physical need. 
But in this temptation he asks that a sign be given 
that would prove conclusively the Messiahship of 
Christ, and thus at one stroke ‘assure him of the 
accomplishment of his great mission to the world. 
Satan took him to a high platform of the Temple, 
overlooking the Temple court below, where frequently 
there were great multitudes of people gathered. An 
ancient historian records that James the brother of 
the Lord gave an address from one of these platforms 
to the multitude below, and that this testimony for 
his Lord resulted in his martyrdom. Satan quotes 
a Psalm which the Jewish people recognized as a 
peculiar promise to Messiah, and should the Lord 
Jesus announce himself as Messiah and then give a 
miraculous sign by floating through the air and reach- 
ing the ground unharmed, borne up by the angels of 
God, then all must acknowledge the evidence, and be- 
lieve in him as Messiah. 

The personal appeal of this third temptation was 
an appeal to pui to the test the promises of God, “to 
make trial of him.” The desire to which the tempta- 
tion appealed was the perfectly right desire to ac- 
complish his great mission in the world and to be 
accepted as Messiah. ‘This temptation, therefore, rep- 
resents the highest of all appeals to a human being, 
an appeai to his ambitions When a man gives way 
before this temptation, the sin becomes the pride of 
life or the vainglory of life. It is essentially the sin 
of unbelief, not recognizing and trusting the presence 
of God apart from all outward signs. 

These three temptations of our ‘Lord thus show us 
how temptation makes an appeal to a human being. 
This analysis of the way in which temptations appeal 
to man is confirmed by the word in James: “Each 
man is tempted, when he is drawn away by his own 
desire, and enticed. Then the desire, when it hath 
conceived, beareth sin: and the sin, when it is full- 
grown, bringetn forth death” (Jas. 1:15). While a 
man may get entirely rid of certain kinds of tempta- 
tion, such as an unnatural appetite for tobacco or for 
drink, all the natural human desires are possible chan- 
nels for temptation, that is, for an appeal to use them 
in a way contrary to God’s will. 

What is God’s plan for overcoming these tempta- 
tions? In the case of our Lord, let us notice these 
words: “And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned 
from the Jordan, and was led in the Spirit in the 
wilderness.” The first secret of our Lord’s conquest 
over Satan was this fact that he was filled with the 
Spirit, and led by the Spirit. Evil can never be con- 
quered in a negative way, by seeking to avoid this 
or that temptation. The Word does not say, “Be not 
drunken with wine.” But it does say, “Be not drunken 
with wine, . . . but be filled with the Spirit” (Eph. 
5:18). And this is the principle in all temptation. 
God’s plan is that man should live his normal life 
in the fullness of the Spirit, by a power not his own. 

Another element in this preparation was the fact 
that our Lord had one great passion for his life, to 
do the will of his Father. He had one delight, to 
accomplish the purpose for which he was sent into 
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the world. Paul made it his ambition to be well 
pleasing to his Lord. To be about our Father’s busi- 
ness, with all of life centered there, is a preparation 
for meeting the temptations to evil. 

In the actual conflict our Lord used the sword of 
the Spirit, the Word of God. His three quotations 
from Deuteronomy reveal God’s way of using all 
human desires for his glory. Moses told the chil- 
dren of Israel that God had led them forty years 
through the wilderness and had suffered them to hun- 
ger in order that they might learn the great secret 
that man does not live by bread alone but by every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. Israel 
failed to learn this secret. The true Israel, our Lord 
Jesus, was suffered to hunger for forty days, and 
proved himself utterly dependent upon God. The 
message is that we do have these physical desires, 
and if used according to God’s will, they are good; 
but they are to be subordinated to the higher calls. 
Animals have physical desires, but have no capacity 
fer hearing the Word of God. Man is created in the 
image of God, and’ should feed upon his Word, thus 
having all the physical desires under complete con- 
trol, instead of having these desires control the man. 

The temptation to get possession of things in the 
wrong way is a temptation to put other things in the 
place of God. When our Lord said, “Thou shalt 
worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou 
serve,’ he was taking the place of a human being 
and revealing the fact that God should have the 
supreme place in every life. Everything else is idol- 
atry, and idolatry is essentially the worship of Satan. 
An ominous feature in modernistic teaching is the 
suggestion that the heathen are really seeking God 
when they are bowing down to idols. The Bible 
makes clear that they are not seeking God; they have 
rejected God, and are worshiping Satan. There are 
indeed individuals among them who are seeking God, 
and when this is the case, again and again it happens 
that they turn away from the idols, thus giving evi- 
dence that they are truly seeking the living God. 

In the third temptation our Lord said, “Thou shalt 
not tempt the Lord thy God.” This word from 
Deuteronomy means that we should not make trial 
of God, as the children of Israel made trial of him 
at Massah (Deut. 6:16; Exod. 17:7). How did 
they do it? By asking, “Is Jehovah among us, or 


_not?” This is an expression of unbelief. When we 


are tempted to confirm the Word of God by making 
trial of God to see if he is really true, then we are 
expressing unbelief. This is essentially a temptation 
to pride, seeking to accomplish things for our own 
glory, the vainglory of life (1 John 2:16). But 
when all is done for his glory, then we are fully trust- 
ing him, knowing that he will bring to pass his purpose 
through us, even as He did through the Lord Jesus. 

Our Lord’s great victory in these temptations not only 
gives promise of victory for the individual Christian, 
but assures the final victory of man over Satan. Satan 
is not able to reach the human race except through a 
human being. He reached the race through Adam, the 
first man of the earth. He was defeated by the last 
Adam, the second Man from Heaven. But the conflict 
is not yet over. Satan will make his final attempt at 
defeating Christ through another human being. He 
entered into Judas to seek to destroy Christ at his 
first coming. He will enter into another son of Adam 
at the end of this age. Our Lord himself said, “I am 
come in my Father’s name, and ye receive me not: 
if another shall come in his own name, him ye will 
receive” (John 5:43). Perhaps the time is not far 
off when this other one will come in all his human 
glory, offering himself as the saviour of the world, 
and the saviour of the Jews. That the Jews will re- 
ceive him does not necessarily mean that he will fulfill 
the Bible requirements for Messiah, for the Jews, hav- 
ing rejected the true Messiah, will turn to a false 
saviour who does not fulfill those requirements. 

In any case, the Antichrist who is to come will be 
the man to whom Satan will make the same offer 
that he made to the Lord Jesus, the offer to turn 
over all the kingdoms of the earth and the glory of 
them to the man who will fall down and worship him. 
What Christ rejected the Antichrist will accept. The 
thirteenth chapter of the Revelation gives a vivid pic- 
ture of this triad of evil, the dragon, who is the 
Devil, turning over all his authority and power to the 
Antichrist, the beast out of the sea, in imitation of the 
Father’s turning all authority over to his Son. Satan’s 
messiah receives a fatal wound and is healed, in imita- 
tion of the resurrection. The beast out of the earth, 
or the false prophet, causes all to fall down and wor- 
ship the Antichrist, even as the work of the Holy 
Spirit is ‘to cause all to worship Christ. 

But, praise his name, Satan is a defeated foe. He 
has given us in Christ power over all the power of 
the Enemy. Let us look forward with joy to the 
certainty of final victory in this final conflict when 
all the powers of evil are headed up in one human 
being, empowered by Satan. And, meanwhile, let us 
enter into the victory day by day that Christ has 
won for us, saying with Paul, “Thanks be unto God, 
who —— leadeth us in triumph in Christ” (2 Cor. 
2: 14). 

Cotumsata, S. C. 
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LESSON 5. FEBRUARY I. 


JESUS THE GREAT PHYSICIAN 


International Uniform Lesson.—Luke 4 : 31 to 5 : 39 


Golden Text.— Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows.—Isa. 53: 4 

















The portion of the text indicated by the International Les.on Committee for printing in 


the lesson helps is 4 : 38-44; 5: 


KinG JAMES VERSION 
4:38 And he arose out of the syna- 
gogue, and entered into Simon’s house. 
And Simon’s wife’s mother was taken with 
a great fever; and they besought him for 
her. 


39 And he stood over her, and rebuked 
the fever; and it left her: and immediately 
she arose and ministered unto them. 


40 Now when the sun was setting, all 
they that had any sick with divers diseases 
brought them unto him; and he laid his 
hands on every one of them, and healed 
them. 


41 And devils also came out of many, 
crying out, and saying, Thou art Christ 
the Son of God. And he rebuking them 
suffered them not to speak: for they knew 
that he was Christ. 


42 And when it was day, he departed 
and went into a desert place: and the peo- 
ple sought him, and came unto him, and 
stayed him, that he should not depart from 
them. 


12-16 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

4:38 And he rose up from the syna- 
gogue, and entered into the house of 
Simon. And Simon’s wife’s mother was 
holden with a great fever; and they be- 
sought him for her. 39 And he stood over 
her, and rebuked the fever; and it left 
her: and immediately she rose up and 
ministered unto them. 

40 And when the sun was setting, all 
they that had any sick with divers dis- 
eases brought them unto him; and he laid 
his hands on every one of them, and healed 
them. 41 And demons also came out from 
many, crying out, and saying, Thou art 
the Son of God. And rebuking them, he 
suffered them not to speak, because they 
knew that he was the Christ. 

42 And when it was day, he came out 
and went into a desert place: and the mul- 
titudes sought after him, and came unto 
him, and would have stayed him, that he 


KinG JAMES VERSION 
43 And he said unto them, I must preach 
the kingdom of God to other cities also: 
for therefore am I sent. 


44 And he preached in the synagogues 
of Galilee. 


5:12 And it came to pass, when he was 
in a certain city, behold a man full of 
leprosy ; who seeing Jesus fell on his face, 
and besought him, saying, Lord, if thou 
wilt, thou canst make me clean. 


13 And he put forth his hand, and 
touched him, saying, I will: be thou clean. 
_ immediately the leprosy departed from 

im. 


14 And he charged him to tell no man: 
but go, and shew thyself to the priest, and 
offer for thy cleansing, according as Moses 
commanded, for a testimony unto them. 


15 But so much the more went there a 
fame abroad of him: and great multitudes 
came together to hear, and to be healed 
by him of their infimities. 


16 And he withdrew himself into the . 


wilderness, and prayed. 
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should not go from them. 43 But he said 
unto them, I must preach !the good tid- 
ings of the kingdom of God to the other 
cities also: for therefore was I sent. 

44 And he was preaching in the syna- 
gogues of * Galilee. 

5:12 And it came to pass, while he was 
in one of the cities, behold, a man full of 
leprosy: and when he saw Jesus, he fell 
on his face, and besought him, saying, 
Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me 
clean. 13 And he stretched forth his hand, 
and touched him, saying, I will; be thou 
made clean. And straightway the leprosy 
departed from him. 14 And he charged 
him to tell no man: but go thy way, and 
shew thyself to the priest, and offer for 
thy cleansing, according as Moses com- 
manded, for a testimony unto them. 15 
But so much the more went abroad the 
report concerning him: and great multi- 
tudes came together to hear, and to 
healed of their infirmities. 16 But he 
withdrew himself in the deserts, and 
prayed. 

1Or, the gospel. > Very many an- 

cient authorities read, Judaea, 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


The Practical Aim 


O LEAD tthe pupils to realize this aspect of 
the character of our Lord Jesus Christ and so 
to evoke their love for him in return. 


Verse by Verse ! 

Luke 4: 38.—Simon’s house. Mark 1: 29 tells us that 
Simon shared this house with his brother Andrew. 
It also adds that their cousins James and John were 
with them in the house though it does not actually 
say that they lived there always. Evidently these 
were poor men and they were living in cramped sur- 
yroundings. 

Simon’s wife's mother (cf. 1 Cor. 9:5). The man 
who was hereafter to be the leader of the apostolic 
band was married, with the cares of a household and 
family needs upon his shoulders. It is strange how 
in view of this fact, the idea of a celibate clergy should 
have taken such root in the Church. In itself enforced 
celibacy is a pagan and notea Christian idea. It will 
be remembered that under the old dispensation it was 
regarded as the normal thing for the priests to be 
married, and rules regulating their marriage are laid 
dowri in the Law (cf. Lev. 21). Any attempt to 
enforce such celibacy is a mark of the apostasy of 
the Church (1 Tim. 4:3). 

Verse 39.—He stood over her. She would be lying 
not on a bed, in our sense of the term, but upon a 
poor pallet, or perhaps even an old rug stretched on 
the ground. 

Rebuked the fever. We may regard this either (1) 
as a quasi personification of the fever, or (2) as 
directed not merely to the fever condition ‘itself but 
to a malignant power behind the fever. The latter 
is the more probable view. This is not to say that all 
sickness comes directly from the Devil. The causes of 
sickness may be: (1) Satanic malignity, (2) the act 
of God, (3) the result of man’s neglect or ignorance 
of God’s laws, or the cause may be a complex of 
more than one of these. But certainly sickness and 
death would never have entered into the world of 
humanity apart from sin (Rom. 5:12). Therefore 
in that sense all mortality may be regarded as coming 
from the Devil. “He was a murderer from the be- 
ginning” (John 8:44), and delights in destroying 
human life by all and every means within his power. 

Immediately she arose. There was no weary period 
of convalescence. The cure wrought by the Lord 
Jesus was instantaneous and complete. When Christ 
heals he heals thoroughly and gives strength as well 
as healing. She was a poor woman dependent upon 
her son-in-law with no house of her own. There 
was not much she could do to show her gratitude to 
her Healer, but she did what she could and that with- 
out delay. The natural impulse of gratitude is to 
give its best. The proper use of healing and new 
strength is to work for and minister to the Lord 
Jesus. The presence of Christ in the house made hum- 
ble household cares into worship. All our poor power 
or tasks consecrated to his service may be the accept- 
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able offerings of grateful hearts and are thereby lifted 
into greatness and dignity. He did not despise the 
modest fare thus hastily provided for him, though his 
are “the cattle upon a thousand hills” (Psa. 50: 10). 
“IT will . sup with him,” he says (Rev. 3:20), 
“and he with me.” 

Verse 40.—All they that had any sick. The news 
of what he had done quickly became known. As soon 
as the sinking sun relaxed the sabbatical restrictions, 
a motley crowd came flocking around the house carry- 
ing all the sick that could be lifted, eager to share in 
his healing. It did not argue real faith in him, but 
it was the expression of a genuine sense of need and 
expectation of blessing from his hand. The measure 
of their faith was the measure of the blessing that 
they received. They got what they believed he could 
give. If their faith had been larger the answers would 
have been greater. Men are quite sure that they 
want to be well when they are ill. Bodily healing 
will be sought with far more general eagerness than 
soul healing. Crowds came to the Lord Jesus as 
Healer who never came to him as Redeemer. 

Verse 41.—They knew that he was Christ. Com- 
pare the translation given in the margin. This knowl- 
edge possessed by the demons is one of the features 
which distinguish demoniacal possession from disease 
or insanity. Observe Christ’s attitude of severity and 
sternness. He accepted the most imperfect recognition 
from men and often seemed as if laboring to evoke 
it. But he always silenced the spirit’s clear acknowl- 
edgment. Note, too, Christ’s absolute authority over, 
and control of these demons. They could not proceed 
one step beyond his permission. 

Verse 42.—He departed and went into a desert place. 
Note the balance in our Lord’s life. He never became 
so immersed in the outward business of*the day that 





The Surgeon of Souls 
By Amos R. Wells 


EALER of fevers at touch of thy hand, 

cleanser of lepers with blessed command, 
opener of eyes to the beautiful light, tamer of de- 
mons with merciful might, curer of cripples with 
only a word, raiser of dead at the hest of the Lord, 
never a sorrow that thou dost not feel, never dis- 
eases that thou canst not heal! Bodily anguish — 
ah, what is it all? Members and organs that totter 
and fall, agues and cancers, consumptions and 
blights, desperate daytimes and torturing nights ? 
Nothing are these to the sorrows that fill spirits 
immortal with ravening ill. Nothing are these to 
the shame and the fear reaching from earth to the 
infinite year. Nothing are these tu Gethsemane’s 
woe, angels his enemies, heaven his foe. Nothing 
are these to Christ’s destiny dread, — heir of the ages 
a mortal and dead! Come to our spirits, O Sur- 
geon of souls! Come while the tide of thy clem- 
ency rolls! Fully restore us our lack and our loss! 
Cleanse our diseases with blood of the cross! 




















~ 


he forgot to hold communion with his Father. Nor 
did he ever become so absorbed in contemplation of 
God that he became deaf to the needs of the world. 
His disciples and fellow workers need earnestly to 
seek to maintain the same balance in their lives if 
they are to give their best. 


Chapter 5:13.—Totuched him. Even the proximity 
of a leper was defiling (cf. Lev. 13:46), yet if the 
leper were to be clean ceremonially the high priest 
must touch him (Lev. 14: 28). 


Verse 14.—But go, and shew thyself. Note the 
change from what the grammarians call the oblique 
to the direct form of narrative. This is a marked 
peculiarity both of the third Gospel and of the Acts 
(cf. Acts 1:4). It is one of the arguments that go 
to show that both books were written by the same 
person, : 

Offer for thy cleansing. Compare Leviticus 14: 4. 
For a testimony unto them. This may be (1) a tes- 
timony to the reality of the cures wrought by the 
Lord Jesus, or (2) a testimony that the man was 
really healed and might legally be readmitted into 
family and social life. 

A Lesson Outline 


—r unfailing resources in the Father (4: 42; 
ee 
; 2. His person, the channel of God’s sympathy and 
ove. , 

3. The human needs, the objective toward which 
that help was directed. 


4. The Lord Jesus thus a pattern for his people. 
“As he is, so are we in this world” (1 John 4: 17). 


Golden Topics 


1. The sympathy of the Lord Jesus. Human suf- 
fering always called forth the active sympathy of 
Jesus Christ. Whenever he saw suffering or trouble 
his instinct was at once'to seek to help. Sometimes 
he purposely delayed that help. The sisters of Lazarus 
(John 11) and the Syrophenician woman (Mark 7: 
25-30) are two notable instances of this delay. The 
reason for delay in these cases are very instructive. 

Again we are to remember that the Lord Jesus is 
“the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever” (Heb. 
13:8), so that we may be sure of his sympathy now 
as when he was on earth. He is not, however, present 
in person on earth now, and his granting or with- 
holding of help in any given case is governed by the 
general considerations which necessarily belong to 
God’s intervention in the world. If deliverance from 
outward ill were a normal experience there would. be 
no miracle, and such can only become the normal ex- 
perience of men when the Lord Jesus reigns on earth, 
that is to say, when the kingdom of Heaven has been 
set up and every evil thing banished. When the moral 
cause of suffering has been removed, then the effect 
will finally vanish. 

Further, the Lord Jesus came to reveal God. The 
last word that can be said about the being and char- 
acter of God is Jesus of Nazareth. What the Lord 
Jesus is that God the Father is. His sympathy is a 
picture of the Father’s. 


2. Our Lord’s nature and the problem of suffering. 
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The Lord Jesus has now risen from the dead, and 
ascended into Heaven. Therefore in the reality of 
his human nature he is today at the right hand of 
God. In other words, man in the person of Jesus 
Christ is forever identified with God. Therefore we 
may dare to affirm that God himself knows all about 
us, not merely as God but as man. He has lived 
our life, borne our flesh, had experience of life as 
we must have to live it. 


3. The problem of pain. All that we have already 
seen has an important bearing on the problem of pain, 
but in addition, please note that it is remarkable that 
while the existence of pain is felt to be a problem, 
the existence of pleasure is not so regarded. We take 
it for granted that pleasure ought to be the experi- 
ence of man. This attitude implies two things: (1) 
that men do really believe that there is a personal 
Being who is responsible for the universe, and (2) 
that he ought to be benevolent and beneficent. So 
that the very existence of the problem of pain, so 
far from being an argument against theistic belief, 
is really a powerful indirect argument in favor of 
that belief. It shows that such belief is a tacit fun- 
damental assumption of the human mind. Since this 
is so as regards theism in general, it applies also to 
Christianity, for Christianity of course includes theistic 
belief. 

4. Christianity and secularism. Some people reject 
Christianity on the ground that they are so much con- 
cerned with the needs of the worid in its present con- 
dition that they have no time to spare for other con- 
siderations. This form of antichristian belief is termed 
secularism. The name is derived from the Latin word 
saeculus which means an age; in this case the age in 
which we live. Our present lesson will afford the 
opportunity of showing the older scholars at least 
that it has been Christians, in so far as they have 
followed the example of their Lord and Master, who 
have devoted much time and care to such work. 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS, ENG. 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an_ unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and an 
Associate Editor of the .Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the fullowing issue? 


HAT noticeable details of Luke’s Gospel may be 
attributed to his profession? 

2. Where do we find Jesus’ ministry centering at this 
period? 

3- Who were always observers and critics of his every 
act there? 

4. Why did he choose this method for his ministry? 

5. What two points of controversy are strongly mani- 
fest at this period of his ministry which persisted and 
increased to the very end of his earthly life? 

6. What two phases of Christ’s power are outstanding 
in this lesson? 

7. Why_ should the unclean demon in chapter 4: 34 
speak to Jesus first as “we,” and then as “I”? 

8. Chapter 3:36. Is there any significance in the ex- 
clamation of the amazed spectators in the synagogue, 
“What a word is this?” 

9. Is there any evidence that any demon or evil spirit 
which Jesus cast out, ever returned to repossess his vic- 
tim' 

10. Can you cite a case of demon eviction effected by 


Jesus, where Jesus took certain megsures to prevent a 
repossession ? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





m MatTeriaL: Physician’s thermometer, steth- 
se oscope, and a bottle of medicine. 

































C= you guess what these things are? Of course. 
One time you were sick and Mother sent for the 
doctor. He said to you, “Let’s see your tongue.” 
Then he took this kind of thing and stuck it under 
your tongue, and maybe he examined your lungs with 
this, and left you something like this to take every 
hour. And you were better the next day. 

Wonderful what some of these faithful medical men 
can do. And more wonderful still, at the call of 
Christ, they have gone to every land with their heal- 
ing ministry, telling the Gospel story as they care for 
sick bodies. 

There is one disease no earthly physician can cure. 
There is not one able to heal a sin-sick soul. Only 
Jesus Christ, the Great Physician, can do that. And 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for the 

year may be had from The Sunday School Times Company, 

323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


t. January 4.—The Birth of John the Baptist ...Luke 1 
2, January 11.—The. Childhood of Jesus ........... Luke 2 
3. January 18.—The Ministry of John the Baptist ..Luke 3 
4. January 25.—Jesus Tempted ......... Luke 3:21 to 4:30 
S. February 1.—Jesus the Great Physician. 


Luke 4:31 to 5: 39 
February 8.—Jesus the World’s Teacher 
February 15.—Jesus the Friend of Sinriers ........ Luke 7 
February 22.—Jesus Bearing the Good Tidings ..Luke 8 
March 1.—Jesus Sending Forth Missionaries 
Luke 9:1 to 10:24 
10. March 8.—The Gssd Samaritan ........... Luke 10 : 25-37 
11. March 15.—Jesus Among Friends and Foes 
Luke 10: 38 to 11 
March 22—The Use and Abuse of God’s Gifts. 
(Temperance Lesson.) 
13. March 29.—Review: Jesus the World’s Saviour: 
Preparation and Popularity. 
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he has never lost a patient who came to him. “Him 
that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.” 

How men and women would flock to a physician 
who had never lost a patient! Yet they turn their 
backs on Jesus Christ. And if they are lost, they can 
never blame Jesus Christ, for he stands ready to take 
each case, and heal it. But they may blame us, be- 
cause we never told them of this Great Physician 
who is waiting to give them life. 

Why will we so quickly recommend our favorite 
physician, even to a sick stranger, and never say a 
word about Jesus Christ to our dear lost friends? 

Monesto, Cat. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


“Bugs.”—He ... rebuked the fever; and it left her 
(4: 39). I like that “He ... rebuked the fever.” Talked 
to it as though it was a live thing. And modern medi- 
cine has shown that it is a sure enough live thing. If 
big enough to see we would call them “bugs” instead of 
microbes, bacilli, germs, and so on. It so happens as 
I take up this note the morning paper tells of saving 
from the poorhouse Dr. Ross, who discovered that 
the dreaded scourge of yellow fever came from a 
“bug.” That “bug” being a certain sort of mosquito. 
Go to the library and get “Our Times” by Mark Sul- 
livan and read the history of this “rebuking” of one 
of the worst fevers. Devoted men like Ross risked 
their lives to find a way to save the South from this 
scourge. The Walter Reed Hospital in Baltimore is 
the fitting monument to the victory. Once again for 
the steen hundredth time you will notice heathendom 
never has done any fever “rebuking.” When fever 
and pestilence come to heathendom they beat tom- 
toms and die like flies. It is only Christendom that 
has the Dr. Lukes. It is Christian money that comes 
forward to hunt down the tiny “varmints” that threaten 
the race and carry away to the grave men, women, 
and children made in God’s image. By the way, in 
passing, does anyone present know of an atheist or 
antichristian who is using his money in the “rebuk- 
ing” of fevers or other maladies? It.is good old 
Baptist money that hunted down the “bug” that caused 
inflammation and which now employs the best bug 
hunters to be had, headed by Dr. Carrel. They are 
in full hue and cry after sleeping sickness, boll weevil, 
Jap beetle, and many other destructive “bugs.” Of 
course, the Rockefeller Foundation and its great lab- 
oratory is what is referred to. And do you know 
who directs the Rockefeller Foundation? You don’t? 
None other than Dr. Vincent, son of Bishop Vincent 
of the Methodist Church, the father of “Chautauquas.” 


Rest.— But he withdrew himself in the deserts, and 
prayed (5:16, R. V.). - The word “deserts” used here 
does not mean the waste of sand, camels, and sheiks, 
but simply a place beyond the town. If the word 
had been invented the translators would have used 
“suburbs.” We put the accent on the second syllable 
and give the name to the pudding, pie, or what-have- 
we, which Yomes along outside the crowded dinner! 
We are told that in Christ’s day the countryside of 
Palestine, because of the order and security under 
Rome, was beautiful with its fields, vineyards, and 
orchards, just as it is now coming to be under British 
protection. Jesus the human wanted to get away from 
things and spend some time with Jesus the divine. 
And, as lots of folks know, away from the noise and 
bustle and interruptions of the town is how to do it 
(Psa. 55:6, 7). Coatesville is but a country town at 
the west end of the great and beautiful Chester Valley, 
and not a great city, yet when business and other 
problems and cares crowd in it is a great rest to 
get into the automobile upon a Saturday afternoon 
and roll around through the lovely countryside of 
Eastern Pennsylvania, praising “God from whom all 
blessings flow” and thanking him for all things “richly 
to enjoy.” I expect all the lesson writers will say in 
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one way or another, “If the Master in his ministry 
found it necessary to retire occasionally for a season 
of quiet meditation and prayer, how much more the 
rest of us!” Mr. Edison has hung this slogan all 
through his factory at Orange, N. J.— “There is no 
expedient to which a man will not resort to avoid the 
real labor of thinking.” He autographed and sent me 
one which hangs in my library. Besides there being 
a religious duty and privilege to retire to meditate 
and pray there is also a close business connection. 
Yes, once again we find business and religion hand 
in hand. And there need be no fear of sanataria or 
rest cures by following the Master. 


CoaTEsvILyuz, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to. send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully _a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The age | School Times three 

full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 
Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 

of, the, lesson text indicated inthe lesson Uist after” the 


word 
Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 


What the Skeptic Overlooked.—And he laid his 
hands on every one of them, and healed them (4: 40). 
An old Christian, sitting in a store, was arguing with 
a skeptic about the miracles, and the skeptic, who 
was whittling away, said that the reign of law pre- 
vented miracles. The Christian argued that person- 
ality was higher than law, and a man could do things 
because he was a person. The skeptic said, “I can 
demonstrate. I hold in my hand the best proof in 
the world that law reigns. If I let go of the knife 
I am holding, no power can suspend the law of gravi- 
tation. It will fall down.” The old Christian, tak- 
ing the knife, replied, “Now watch this jackknife,” 
and he flipped it up and it stuck in the ceiling. Said 
the skeptic, “Oh, but you did something to it.” “Yes,” 
said the Christian, “and that is what God does.”— 
From Dr. E. Y. Mullins. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
Spencer, S. D. 


Why the Rich One Became Poor.—And he said 
unto them, I must preach the kingdom of God to other 
cities also (v. 43) 

He who is the 
hungering. 

He who is the Water of Life ended his ministry 
thirsting. 
€ was weary, and yet he is our rest. : 
paid tribute, and yet he is the King. 
was called a devil, and cast out devils. 
prayed, and yet he hears prayers. 
wept, and he dries our tears. 

e is sold for thirty pieces of silver, and redeems 
the world. 

He is led as a lamb to the slaughter, and is the 
Good Shepherd. 
aun dies, and gives his life, and by dying destroys 

ath. 

—From The Sunday School Times. Sent by Elizabeth 
Bowden, New Albany, Ind. 


Thanking God for Leprosy.—A man full of lep- 
rosy: and when he saw Jesus (5:12, R. V.). Mis- 
sionaries in Peking were astounded when a certain 
old man announced at a meeting: “I am glad I am 
a leper! For if I had not been a leper, I never would 
have come to this Mission to Lepers Hospital; if I 
had not come to this hospital, I never would have 
learned to know Jesus. And I had rather be a leper 
with Christ than to be free from leprosy without him.” 
—From the United Presbyterian. Sent by B. M. Dob- 
bin, Eskridge, Kan. 


Saving Time by Praying.—And he withdrew him- 
self into the wilderness, and prayed (v. 16). When 
Edward Payson was a student at college he found 
himself overtaxed with study and preparation for ex- 
aminations. There was little or no time for private 
prayer. But aware of the lack in his spiritual life, 
he deliberately took time that seemed rightfully to be- 
long to other things, and devoted it to communion 
with God. His diary discloses the fact that when he 
did so, he did more in his studies in a single week 
after he had spent time with God in prayer than he 
had accomplished in twelve months before—From 
Christian Victory. Sent by Mary F. Wishard, San 
Anselmo, Cal. 


Equipped by Affliction.—Surely he hath borne our 
griefs, and carried our sorrows (Golden Text). When 
I heard a Christian leper in India say, “I thank God 
that he laid leprosy on me because of the lepers I 
have been able to lead to Christ,” I thought, “How 
like Christ, who let God lay on him the leprosy of 
my sins."—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. Prize illustration. 


‘Bread of Life began his ministry 


























Lesson for February 1 


When His Mother Took His Place.— 
Surely he hath borne our griefs, and 
carried our sorrows (Golden Text). John 
Dean, a Quaker evangelist, tells this story 
out of his life: ‘When I was a lad I 
was disobedient. My father was strong 
and just, but stern. One day I had vio- 
laced his commandment, and he said as 
he took the whip, ‘John, you have broken 
the law of this house; and. you will have 
to suffer.’ . And he raised the whip. My 
mother came and stood between us where 
the whip would fall. And she said, 
‘Father, you are right; the boy has sin- 
ned; the sin merits punishment; but, 
Father, you must inflict the punishment 
on me.’ But he said, ‘I cannot do that; 
I cannot strike you!’ She said, ‘Father, 
the boy has sinned; the sin demands pun- 
ishment; it must have it; but I now, 
taking his place, ask you to put all the 
punishment on me. Strike!’ And he 
struck her gently with the whip. ~She 
said, ‘Father, that is not right; that is 
not punishment. I- want you to strike 
me just as hard and just as many times 
‘as you would have struck John.’” And 
he said, “My boyish heart broke, and I 
said, ‘Mother! -Mother! You must not 
bear the punishment for me!’” But 
Christ did it!—From The Baptist Spokes- 
Yo by Ruth B. McDowell, Mooers, 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that in thy mercy thou hast 
provided health for body and mind and 
spirit. We thank thee that in times when 
illness lays its hand upon us we may turn 
to thee in prayer for thy blessing upon the 
means that may be used for our recovery, 
and that in the midst of illness we may lift 
our hearts in thankfulness to thee for thy 
sustaining grace. May we walk so closely 
day by day with the Lord Jesus that we 
shall be defended from thoughts and deeds 
that tend to break down body and mind. 
May we have spiritual health first of all, 
and serve thee in fullness of life. We ask 
it in the name of our Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—God has given us 
health in order that we may use it for 
his glory. How careful we ought to be 





HIS GIFT 
BODY 
HEALTH OF 3} minp 
SPIRIT 


BE THANKFUL! 











to keep that great gift! Some of us are 
sinfully careless about matters of health, 
and-when we have broken plain laws that 
God has given us we ought not to won- 
der that we are not as well as we might 
be. Down underneath it all is the health 
that ought to concern us first of all, 
and that is the spiritual condition in which 
we live. Only in a close walk with 
Christ can that be kept up. In sickness 
of the body we may ask the Lord to 
bless whatever means may rightly be used 
to heal us, and without his blessing we 
are just moving ahead in the dark. More 
than one great surgeon has always prayed 
just before he was about to perform an 
operation. No wonder! What a respon- 
sibility it is to deal with the life and 
death of another person! How much 
we need prayer for health for ourselves, 
and for our loved ones! Perhaps there 
are some just now for whom we should 
pray, not with us today, but at home on 
beds of illness. Suppose we ask the 
pastor to lead us in prayer that the Great 
Physician may be with them at this time. 
Let us pray. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


Lesson Hymns 


“He Ransomed Me.” 

“The Great Physician.” 

“Nailed to the Cross.” 

“The Broken Heart.” 

“On Calvary’s Brow My Saviour Died.” 
“In the Cross of Christ.” 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EGINNING with Luke 4:31, read 

through the fifth chapter, using the 
Lord’s works of healing for the lesson. 
Remind the class how the Lord Jesus 
was treated in Nazareth, where he had 
been brought up. Leaving Nazareth, he 
made his home in Capernaum, another 
city of Gslilee, for a while. Here he 
taught the people on the Sabbath days. 
The Saviour had begun in earnest ‘the 
work which the Holy Spirit had anointed 
him to do. Let us name those deeds over 
together — He preached the Gospel to the 
poor; healed the broken-hearted, gave de- 
liverance to the captives and sight to 
the blind, set at liberty them that were 
bruised, preached the acceptable year of 
the Lord. In all. of these lovely ways 
the Saviour was to seek the lost, and 
offer them his Father’s love. 


the synagogue in Capernaum, and there 


was a man in church under the power | 


of a demon, one of Satan’s cruel helpers. 
Tell the class that this wicked spirit made 
the man very miserable. He was one of 
the bruised ones whom the Lord Jesus 
had come to set at liberty. There were 
many such in the Lord’s country at that 
time. The demon was afraid of the Lord, 
and cried out in church, using the man’s 
voice. He called the Saviour by name, 
and asked if he had come to destroy the 
wicked spirits. Satan and all of his 
helpers knew the Son of God, and were 
dreadfully afraid of him. The Lord told 
this wicked spirit to hush, and to come 
out of the man, and he had to obey. The 
man was set free, and went home happy. 

All of the people at church that day 
wondered at the Saviour’s power. They 
had never seen anyone command demons 
before. On the way home they talked 
about it so much that everybody in the 
country heard about the Lord’s work. 

The Saviour went home with Simon 
from church. Can the class tell of the 
trouble they were in at Simon’s house? 
How did the Saviour relieve the suffer- 
ing mother? 

When the people heard how the Lord 
freed the poor man from the power of 
the demon, and cooled the fever of 
Simon’s wife’s mother, all at once they 
began to see what a wonderful opportu- 
nity they had. All who had sick loved 
ones began to make plans to get them 
to the Saviour. If we had been standing 
on the street in Capernaum at the close 


& “Jesus ourLor 


4 delivered for 
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| they had i ing. 
One Sabbath day he was teaching in! ey had come to him for healing 





of that Sabbath day, we should have 
seen an interesting crowd—not a joy- 
ous crowd going to a feast, but troubled 
yet hopeful people trying to get their 
sick folks in reach of the Saviour’s touch 
of love and power. 
lances at that time, for it was after the 
Saviour came that people began to take 
care of those who suffer. Perhaps all 
of the people were walking. No doubt 
we should see in the crowd many a mother 
hugging a little suffering baby to her 
breast. Others would be patiently lead- 
ing a dear little afflicted son or daughter 
by the hand. Some kind friends would 
be seen leading the blind, or helping the 
lame. Those who were akogether help- 
less would be lying on a pallet, carried 
by four strong men. Then we should 
see many poor unhappy creatures pos- 
sessed with demons. The Lord Jesus 
met his guests at the door. He pitied all 
of these suffering people, and was glad 
He 
laid his hands on every sufferer, making 
him well, and causing great joy to his 
loved ones. He commanded the demons 
to leave the poor people they had been 
tormenting, and did not allow them to 
tell who he was. He wanted the happy 
people whom he had healed and blessed 
to tell others about him. 

It would be a very different sight we 
should see as the people went home. The 
little children would play and romp as 
they went along so happy to be well 
again. All who had felt the touch of the 
Saviour’s hand, looked into his face, and 
heard his voice never forgot the day. 
The friends and relatives who had 
brought their sick ones to the mighty 
Healer were happy, too. So altogether 
it was a joyous crowd going home. 

On another day a man full of leprosy 
who had to live away from his family 
and friends came to the Saviour and said, 
“If thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.” 
The Lord Jesus was just as willing as he 
was able to cleanse the poor leper. He 
reached out his hand and touched the 
poor man and said, “I will: be thou 
clean.” Perhaps it had been a long time 
since anyone had touched the poor leper, 
as every one would be afraid of taking 
the dreadful disease. But the Saviour 
was not afraid. The man went home 
well and clean to live with his family. 

We see how the Saviour brought heal- 
ing and joy to the people. 

Memory verse: “He healed many that 
were sick” (Mark 1: 34a). 


Curnton, S. C. 
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|| ‘To the Jew 
First’ 


This is the bedrock upon which 
we predicate the Jewish Mission 
appeal to every Bible-believing 
soul. ‘*To the Jew first’’ is as 
basic in Missions as faith in Christ 
is basic in Salvation. Every Jan- 
uary brings to us an increasing 
number of gifts ‘‘to the J ew first.”’ 
And many letters tell us, ‘“Thank 
you so much for calling my at- 
tention to my duty and priv- 
ilege. I want to start the Ne 

Year right.’’ 





Think it over. For some day you 
too will join this blessed host and 
you too will say, ‘‘I want to 
preach God’s Gospel in God’s 
way—to the Jew first.’’ And 
while you think it over, just bear 
in mind that there are today 
nearly 2,000,000 Jewish souls in 
New York City who have never 
even been given the gospel ‘‘ to 
the Jew last!’’ 


Our work merits your every 
confidence. Our field is not only 
the 2,000,000 Jews of New 
York, but the 4,000,000 Jews 
of America. And through co- 
operating missionaries we are 
represented, .and our Yiddish 
publications are being distribu- 
ted, in all the important Jewish 
centers of the world. In Amer- 
ica, Branches are being estab- 
lished in the larger cities as the 
Lord gives us the means and the 
workers, Your help and prayers 
are always needed. ‘‘‘The Chosen 
People’ loved by many Bible 
students for its helpful informa- 
tion on Prophecy and the Jews, 
is sent to all contributors. May 
we hear from you ? 


American Board of Missions 
To the Jews, Inc. 


27 Throop Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 














EUROPE 


PARIS—AMSTERDAM 
LONDON TOUR 


$365 


Thirty glorious days! A tour that 
includes sightseeing excursions to 
places like Versailles, Fontaine- 
bleau, Barbizon, Marken and the 
Shakespeare countryside as part 
of our visits to Paris, Brussels, 
Amsterdam, The Hague and Lon- 
don. Excellent accommodations 
everywhere. 


TEMPLE TOURS 


450 Park Sq. Bldg., Boston, Mass. 























A Whole Year for $1.00. 
tHE ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday-school teaching worth while! 


~e regard the ‘Illustrator’ as being the dest J] can 
get. NM. Henshaw. Sample copy free. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 






















































































































Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
“The Great Physician,” 
(1) and “they that are sick”; 
(2) and “they that are whole’’; 
(3) and you! 





The Great Physician now is near, 
The sympathizing Jesus; 

He speaks the drooping heart to cheer, — 
O hear the voice of Jesus. 


Sweetest note in seraph song, 
Sweetest name on mortal tongue, 
Sweetest carol ever sung, 
“Jesus, blessed Jesus.” 


EGIN your class, if possible, with this 

old Sunday-school song. Carbon 
copies and one true voice to lead would 
soon have all your girls singing this 
singable old refrain — and loving it, too; 
and ready to respond to his love of wom 
they sing! We are so afraid of even 
stirring the emotions, in this day that 
boasts of appealing only to reason — and 
then makes mad and unfair appeal to 
every emotion except the noblest of all, 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jette Telling Bible Stories” 





JSESUS THE GREAT PHYSICIAN 


~- 


v.13 


— 








the emotions of the spirit. Tense nerves 
and tears and actually screams in every 
“movie,” in every match game, in every 
magazine story, but never an extra heart- 
beat or quiver of the lips must the teacher 
or preacher of the Christian faith arouse, 
or the bogey of “emotionalism” is im- 
mediately sighted! Can it harm your 
girls’ minds, hearts, or bodies to feel 
the power and love and tenderness of 
the Great Physician, as they also think 
about him today as he set about his 
marvelous work of healing men’s suffer- 
ing souls and bodies? Luke makes it 
so easy to see him, to catch the very 
response of his own voice and eye and 
hand as the appeals of the sufferers 
reached him! Surely God meant us all 
to feel his love when he iaspired this 
gifted writer so to record the lovely 
story, else why are not these miracles 
merely recorded as cold facts, listed, and 
numbered in catalog fashion? The Bible 
is, so largely, a story book, and stories 
are written to make us feel and think. 
These stories will, if you give them a 
chance, with your girls. Try it! 

(1) There are two sides to be thought 
about, as our hearts respond to this 
love that knew no limits, for there were 
two groups of attendants upon every 
footstep of the Great Physician —two 
groups of opposite and opposing mind, 
“they that were whole” and needed no 
physician (as they thought!) and “they 
that were sick” and knew only too des- 
perately how they needed him! In al- 
most every miracle of mercy wrought 
by our Saviour you can watch both 
groups around him, and catch their re- 
sponse to his presence. Fielp your girls 
to think through each one of these mir- 
acles as recorded in Luke’s fourth and 
fifth chapters, and then divide the per- 
sons mentioned into the two sides. “They 
that were sick” — were they not that man 
with an unclean devil, Peter’s mother-in- 
law, all the sick with “divers diseases” 
in Capernaum that Sabbath day, Simon 
Peter and his fishing partners, the leper, 
the paralytic? They knew they were sick 
in soul or body or both, and came ask- 
ing health and forgiveness, and not one 
was disappointed. Note carefully just 
what each received from the Great Phys- 
ician, as he responded to their needs. 

(2) But, “they that were whole” — 
or thought that they were! — note their 
attitude toward Christ and how that very 
attitude prevented any mighty work of 
his being wrought in them or for them. 
Note well what he himself said about 
those of this mind (Luke 5:31), then 
ask yourself this question: 

(3) What is my own attitude toward 
this Great Physician of both soul and 
body? What, then, can he do for me or 
in me? 

Home Study 

Your synopsis should contain at least 
a mention of the early Judean ministry 
of our Lord (John 1: 35 to 4: 45), which 
preceded this Galilean ciie ; and then your 
list of the sin-sick individuals whom he 
taught and saved might include those 
there recorded as well as these in Luke 
(4:31 to 6:11). Could you write your 
own name in that list? 

Decatur, Ga. 


Can Your Class Find 
the Answers? 


‘Tae answers to the following ques- 
tions will be found in the issue of 
CurisT1AN YOUTH containing this les- 
son. The answers are not numbered and 
listed like the questions, but are all in- 
cluded in one part cr another of the 
interesting lesson material in the current 
issue of CuristiAN Youtu, which is 
the new weekly paper fer teen age young 
pecple published by The Sunday School 
Times Company. Classes are discovering 
the interest and practical value of home- 
work on -the lesson, by having a copy of 
Curist1aAn YoutH in the hands of every 
member of the class, while the teacher 
uses both that paper and THe SuNpDay 
ScHoo, Times. 

If your class is not yet taking the new 
paper, you can try it for ten weeks for 





ten cents a pupil, if your subscription 
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covers five or more copies mailed to one 
address, by ordering from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 


1. Is there such a thing as demon pos- 
session today? If so, where do we find 
it? 

2. Why would not Christ permit the 
demons to testify as to who he was? 

3. To which did Christ attach most 
importance, his healing or his preaching? 
Why? 

4. How did the leper show his faith 
in Christ? 

5. Why did Christ tell the leper to 
“tell no man” but the priest? 


6. How did Christ’s miracles differ 
from the wrongly termed “miracles” of 
modern science and medicine? 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: An wunciean devil. 

Discussion: What associations and 
forms of amusement are used of the 
unclean devil to enslave his victims? 

Objective: Yielding to the cleansing 
power of Jesus Christ. 











AY, fellows, of all the realities of life 

one of the most ever-present and per- 
sistent is the Devil. Paul speaks of him 
as “the prince of the power of the air” 
(Eph. 2:2). Peter speaks of him as “a 
roaring lion” walking about “seeking 
whom he may devour” (1 Pet. 5:8); 
and our Lord says he is a liar and a mur- 
derer (John 8:44). There are many 
other references to the Devil in the 
‘Bible which show conclusively that he 
not only is a reality, but he is a person. 
His skill, his art, his training, his 
strength, his endurance, his cleverness, his 
power is greater than that of any human 
being. In all these things he is second 
only to God himself. This is Satan, and 
he has multitudes of evil spirits under 
his direction who infest the earth, em- 
ploying every possible art and device to 
beguile human souls into sin and to 
alienate them from God. 

I want to consider with you fellows, 
just one class of these devils today — 
the class that is called unclean. Our 
Scripture lesson, Luke 4:31 to 5:39, in- 
cludes several instances where Jesus the 
Great Physician showed that he had 
power to put devils to flight, and relieve 
the poor suffering bodies that had held 
them as tenants; but we are taking the 
first episode, Luke 4: 31-36, where the 
Lord banished “an unclean devil.” It 
was in the synagogue that Jesus saw the 
unfortunate fellow who was “possessed” 
by this unclean devil. And the devil 
recognized Jesus at once and cried out, 
with a loud voice, “Let us alone; what 
have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of 
Nazareth? art thou come to destroy us? 
I know thee who thou art; the Holy One 
of God”! Then Jesus rebuked the devil 
and drove him out of the man with a 
word. And the people near by witnessed 
it, and were amazed, saying, “What a 
werd is this! for with authority and 
power he commandeth the unclean spirits, 
and they come out”! 

Fellows, of all the devils that will 
seek your undoing, perhaps the unclean 
devil is most subtle. For one reason, he 
can work so secretly and so quietly. 
There are many sins that are noisy, that 
make one conspicuous, that make one ob- 
viously bad company. When one is guilty 
of profanity, his associates know it ; “mur- 
der will out,” and dishonesty is soon dis- 
covered. Selfishness and cruelty make 
themselves heard. But the unclean devil 
takes silent hold of the imagination and 
hangs the walls of the mind with foul 
pictures which the public does not see 
—not even one’s most intimate friends. 
Why; this fellow in the text was found 
even in the synagogue. Sometimes peo- 
ple take their uncleanness with them to 
church. They can sit there with hymn 





book: or prayer book in hand, looking 
| ever so pious, but the thoughts are im- 
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pure and nobody knows the difference; 
only the unclean devil inside knows. But 
when Jesus comes along that devil gets 
uncomfortable and cries out, “What have 
we to do with thee?” Did you notice 
that “we,” fellows? There was an un- 
holy partnership there. But when the 
unclean devil spoke of his knowledge of 
the Holy One of God, he said “I.” . And 
Jesus drove the unclean devil away. A 
young man at college had obscene pic- 
tures hanging on the walls of his room. 
His mother, unexpectedly visiting him 
at his room one day, saw them. She 
said nothing, but upon returning home 
sent to him a copy of the wonderful Hof- 
mann painting of the face of Jesus Christ, 
framed and ready for hanging on the 
wall. She asked him to hang that pic- 
ture in his room. Later, upon another 
visit, she noticed that the picture occupied 
the chief place over the mantel, and all 
the other pictures had disappeared. The 
boy said, “Mother, when I hung up the 
picture of Christ, all the others jarred, 
and I threw them in the rubbish.” “What 
have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of 
Nazareth?” Fellows, you cannot be'a 
Christian and have an unclean program 
of thinking, for as a man “thinketh in 
his heart, so is he” (Prov. 23:7). Jesus 
Christ cannot abide in a fellow who 
breathes an impure atmosphere. Think 
this through. 


GREENSBORO, N, C. 


ve 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson for January 25) 


1. Christ must have been ir a state of 
great spiritual exaltation and yet (after forty 
days of fasting) in a low physical condition, 
—a combination Satan finds most suitable 
to his ends! 


2. Matthew mentions the presence and 
ministry of angels, and Mark records the 
presence of the wild beasts of the wilder- 
ness as well as that of the angels. 


3. At his baptism the Holy Trinity was 
present simultaneously, —the voice of the 
Father, the presence of the Son, and the 
dove of the Holy Spirit. At his temptation, 
heaven, earth, and hell were represented by 
visitors from each,—the angels, the wild 
beasts and the Devil himself. “Surely this 
man was the Son of God”! 


4. That Christ was under the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit when he went into the wil- 
derness to meet this temptation (see Mat- 

ew 3:1; Mark 1:12, and Luke 4:1) is 
a fact outside men’s reckoning, — another 
evidence of the inspired record. 


5. That Christ was truly (physically) hun- 
gry bespeaks his human body, and that he 
used only an understanding and knowledge 
of Scripture, as revealing God’s will, that 
any mere man may acquire bespeaks the 
fact that he resisted Satan as man may and 
must (mentally), by dependence upon God’s 
will and way as revealed in the Scriptures. 
_ 6. “Tf.” “If thou be the Son of God” 
implying a doubt as to that claim, endeavor- 
ing to suggest a doubt even to the mind of 
Christ. With Eve: “Hath God said ?”(Gen. 
3:1.) With God: “Doth Job fear God 
for nought?” (Job 1:9.) Speaking through 
Peter to Christ: “Be it far from thee, 
Lord” to go up to Jerusalem to be crucified 
(Matt. 16: 22, 23). 

7. Doubt. 


8. Verse 1, “And Jesus being full of the 
Holy Ghost.” 


_ 9. It is in verse 4, — “every.” Man shall 
live by every word of God. 
10. Forty is uniformly associated with 
a period of probation, trial, and chastise- 
ment. There are fifteen forty year periods 
in Scripture: 
Probation by trial,—(1) Israel in the 
desert (Deut. 8: 2-5; Psa. 95:10; Acts 13: 
18); (2) From the crucifixion to the fall 
of F dow ag tl 
robation by prosperity, — (3) Judges 3: 
11; (4) Judges 5:31; (5) Judges 8:28; 
(6) 2 Samuel 5:4; (7) 1 Kings 11:42; 
(8) 2 Kings 14: 23, and the like; (9) 2 
Kings 12:1; (10) 2 Chronicles 24: 1. 
Probation by humiliation and servitude, — 
(11) Judges 13:1; (12) 1 Samuel 4: 18; 
(13) Acts 13: 21. 
Probation by waiting,—(14) Acts 7: 
23; (15) Acts 7: 30. 
There are also eight periods of forty days 
especially mentioned in the Bible. 


It is not so much great talents that 





God blesses as- great. likeness..to Christ. 
—R. M. M’Cheyne. 
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Lesson for February 1 





With the New Books 








The Adventure of the Hereafter. By 
William Edward Biederwolf, D.D. (Rich- 
ard R. Smith, Inc. New York City, 
$1.50.) Dr. Biederwolf’s great host of 
friends will, for the most part, deeply re- 
gret that he ever permitted this last book 
ef his to be published. There are some 
excellent pages in it, dealing with such 
subjects as “Where are the Dead?” “Can 
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CAMP-OF-THE-PALMS on LAKE of BAYS 


A comfortable Cabin Colony. 
Two hours south-west of St. 
Augustine, on the Ridge. Nine- 
teen lakes, Christian super- 
vision. Delightful fellowship 
for youngand old. Rates to suit 
your need. Beautifully illus- 
trated booklet mailed free. 
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Africa Inland Mission 


HEADQUARTERS 
373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 


10: 
Missionaries 200, African Laborers 600, 
preaching and teaching the great es- 
sentials of the mary y= sy in 25 dialects in 
East and Central Africa. Bible Schools, 
Hospitals, and many Dispensaries opera- 
ted. The hope of Africa lies in the knowl- 
edge of an almighty Redeemer, of a whole 
Bible and a spirit filled native ministry. 


INLAND AFRICA 


and other literature mailed free on request 
A work of faith in dark Africa 
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We Talk with the Dead?” and “Heaven.” 
But the good things are almost forgotten 
as one comes to realize that one of the 
best known evangelists of this generation 
is here advocating two doctrines which 
the more conservative branch of the 
Christian Church has almost unanimously 
rejected: for one, the possibility, priv- 
ilege, and practice of Christians on éarth 
praying for their loved ones in Heaven, 
and our loved ones in Heaven interceding 
for us. Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas’ mas- 
terly discussion of this whole subjéct 
of prayers for the dead in his posthum- 
ously published “Principles of Theology” 
will reveal to any open-minded believer 
the danger of this unscriptural practice. 
Even far more serious is Dr. Bieder- 
wolf’s passionate plea for a hope that the 
unsaved may accept Christ in the life 
of the next world,—though it is true 
that he surrounds his assertion with 
many qualifications. 


Studies of the Parables of Our Lord. 
By Henry T. Sell, D.D. (Fleming H. 
Revell, New York, 75 cents, cloth;,50 
cents, paper.) The last work of the late 
Dr. Henry T. Sell, whose gifted pen 
brought the sale of his books to 350,000 
copies, is his study of the parables. The 
author believes that the parables of our 
Lord Jesus Christ “hold up a mirror to 
nature and furnish an insight into the 
working of the human mind, such as no 
other literature in our language fur- 
nishes.” No attempt is made to cover 
each point with a careful explanation, the 
work being primarily the application of 
the parables to the social and material 
Just here is a decided 
weakness, since true application depends 
upon correct exposition; consequently 
law and grace are somewhat confused, 
as are also the teachings of post and 
premillennialism. In fact, a bold, clear 
statement of the cross does not predomi- 
nate these studies. The fact that Dr. 
Sell was called Home before this work 
was completed meant that some of the 
chapters were left only in outline. Those 
said to be most closely associated with 
him have completed the work, adhering 
as strictly as possible to his modes of 
thought and expression. However, the 
book abounds with wise counsel and 
practical wisdom that is helpful and sug- 
gestive. . 

w 


Church Equipment 


Church Lighting 


HE lighting of a modern church is 

an important factor contributing to 
the atmosphere of religious dignity that 
makes the house of worship different 
from all other meeting places. 

The old-fashioned fixtures that concen- 
trated light in one spot, but left the ceil- 
ing or the space under the galleries in 
somber gloom, often detracted from the 
feeling of devotion and meditation so 
necessary to true worship. 

New ideas, evolved by expert illumi- 
nating enginéers, have proved that rest- 
ful illumination without glare or intensity 
is conducive to attention on the part of 
the congregation. These modern sys- 
tems, carefully planned to conform to the 
architecture of a church, are appropriate 
and dignified and create harmony in the 
lighting, color, and shadows, in consid- 
eration of the psychological effect pro- 
duced on the worshipers. 

Proper lighting is obtained either by 
diffusion of light from concealed sources, 
known. as indirect lighting, or by direc- 
tional lighting from highly efficient light- 
ing units built to harmonize with the 
general architectural and decorative fea- 
tures. 

By using these systems the chancel, 
pulpit, or speaking platform are illumi- 
nated more distinctly and the choir loft 
furnished with ample light. In many 
cases the organ may be illuminated, thus 
creating an attractive effect. Switches 
and preferably dimmers are often used 
to decrease the intensity of the light in 
the church auditorium during certain 
parts of the service. These serve to con- 
centrate attention on the speaker. 
Although the church auditorium is the 
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most important part to be illuminated, the 
Sunday-school, recreation rooms, and din- 
ing halls, kitchens and other rooms should 
not be overlooked. Quite often the con- 
sumption of current is out of proportion 
to the illumination furnished and efficient 
lighting arrangements will help conserve 
the resources of the church in this one 
particular. 

Many churches are adopting various 
methods to attract the attention of the 
people of their communities. Those who 
see a brilliantly lighted white spire stand- 
ing out clear and distinct above the house 
tops, against the dark background of 
the sky, are reminded in this impressive 
manner that the church extends a per- 
petual invitation to worship. Another 
beautiful and compelling form of creating 
interest is the illumination of stained glass 
windows from within, and quite often 
from outside as well. An illuminated 
cross on the spire or above the church 
door also compels attention. 

These studied effects are achieved by 
the adaptation of the principles of flood- 
lighting, but competent authorities should 
be consulted before attempting any ex- 
tensive installations of this nature. 


In general, the illumination of older 
churches is not up to the standard of 
the other interior work. The science of 
church lighting has undergone rapid de- 
velopment in recent years and building 
committees are paying more attention to 
the importance of including the lighting 
design of their new church, within the 
original architectural layout, rather than 
postponing it to the time when funds are 
available, and using inadequate methods 
until that time. 

Those who are considering modernizing 
their present church lighting, or commit- 
tees investigating methods for a new 
building will be put in touch with reliable 
advertisérs if they will address their 
requests for further information to the 
Church Equipment Service, Toe Sunpay 
ScHooL Times, 325 North Thirteenth 
Street, Philadelphia. 








































ROLLING 
PARTITIONS 





Have a Separate Room 
for Each Class 


TIVIDE the large room into small ones at will. 

Heat and light only those rooms needed. 
Partitions roll out of way, overhead or sideways, 
when not in use. Suggestions shown in our book- 
let. Just ask for Catalog No. 24. 


THE J. G. WILSON CORPORATION 
11 Bast 38th St., New York City 
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NOW a New Year 


Brings new times and promise of 
New Growth for Your Church 
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with Bulletin Advertnine Wins 


ters Illuminated Rev. Kyle, 
only $59 complete. 


H. E. WINTERS SPECIALTY CO. 
Davenport, lowa. 


TOWER CHIMES 


Played from keyboard, direct from organ 
console or automatically... . Price, $4375 and 
up. .... Literature on request... .. Address 
Department 185° Deagan Building, Chicago, 


sc. DEAGAN, inc. 
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THEY HAVE 
EYES TO SEE 
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UTILIZE the interest compelling and teaching value of pic- 
tures for holding and enlarging your congregations. Take 
advantage of their natural interest in projected pictures. There 
is a wealth of material available for church use and B & L 
Balopticons present it with maximum clarity and effectiveness. 


There is a Balopticon model for every church. Slide projectors, 


strip film projectors, opaque 


projectors; models for large or 


small auditoriums ; automatic models that can be used inside 
or to present a series of slides upon a transparent screen loca- 


ted outside the church. 


The LRM, pictured above, is for use with either lantern slides or opaque 
objects. Write for information about Balopticons for churches, 


BAUSCH & LOMB OPTICAL CO. 
Rochester, N. Y. 


693 St. Paul Street « » 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Feb. 8. What Is Implied in “God Is My 
Father’? Acts 17 : 24-31. 

Feb. 15. What Is Implied in “the Church as 
a Family”? Eph. 3: 14-19. 


Sunday, February 1 


The Christian Endeavor Society in the 
Program of the Church. (2 Tim. 
2:1-15.) (Christian Endeavor 
Day.) 





Mon.—Caring for youth (John 21 : 1§-17). 

Tues.—Training youth (Acts 18 : 24-28). 

Wed.—The first society (Matt. 10: 1-8). 

Thurs.—Youth and missions (2 Tim. 2: 
I-11). 

Fri.—Youth and evangelism (1 Thess. 1 : 
5-10), 

Sat —Piedged to Christ (John 6 : 66-60). 











Why isa young people’s society necessary ? 

How link up Christian Endeavor work with 
church plans? 

How increase the church’s interest in the 
society ? 


LL of us who are worth anything 
spend our manhood in unlearning 
follies~or expiating the mistakes of 
youth,” wrote Percy Bysshe Shelley, 
English poet. But Shelley wrote 
out of an experience that had plumbed 
the depths of folly and sin. It is true 
that follies and mistakes must be un- 
learned or expiated. However, this is 
no ground for assuming that all young 
people must indulge in them. 

How much better it is, in the words 
of our Scripture lesson, to “be strong 
in. the grace that is in Christ Jesus,” to 
“endure hardness as a good soldier of 
Jesus Christ, ” to avoid entangling our- 
selves “with the affairs [empty pleas- 
ures, vices, and follies} of this life,” 
and to study to show ourselves “approved 
unto God” as workmen “that needeth not 
to be ashamed.” 

It is right here that Christian Endeavor 
supplies one of the great needs of young 
people. Its message is evangelistic, and 
every society that is worth the name of 
Christian Endeavor will require of its 
active members a definite confession of 
and belief in Christ as their Saviour, 
There will-be a consistent and persistent 
effort to preach Christ by word and ex- 
ample to those who do not know him, 
But there will also be, in every worth- 
while society, an effort to build Christian 
character among its members, and to help 
one another by inspiration, prayer, Bible 
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society. Why not have each of your 
members come prepared to present at 
least one such need? ‘There will doubt- 
less be duplications, but there will be 
some surprising needs developed, too. 
ve 

It will be helpful to ask your pastor 
to say a few words as to linking up your 
society’s work with that of your church. 
Then throw open the meeting to a dis- 
cussion of how better co-operation can 
be effected. A few suggestions such as 
a substitute Sunday-school teachers’ group, 
or the monthly conduct of the mid-week 
prayer-meeting, or an occasional musical 
participation, as a society, in a church 
service, may start the discussion. 


Finally you will want to consider cre- 
ating a greater interest on the part of 
the church in your society. Frequent 
reports of your activities, of souls saved, 
of prayers answered, of work done in 
missions and hospitals and among the 
poor, will help create such interest. These 
reports may take the form of announce- 
ments at official meetings, or to the whole 
congregation by means of your church 
bulletin. Don’t be afraid to advertise, — 
not self but Christ. 

But do not fail to invite the older folks 
to your meetings. If your meetings are 
wide awake and helpful such visitors will 
do more and better publicity work than 
you can do yourselves. Learn to value 
the interest and attendance of older folks 
and make them welcome. You can still 
hold on to the conduct of the meeting 
as a meeting for young people and yet 
welcome older ones. 


PHILADELPHIA, 





For Family Worship / 


By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





FoHowing the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


January 26 to February 1 
Mon.—Luke 4 : 31-37. 
Power Over Unclean Spirits. 
The characterization of evil spirits as 
impure in the New Testament is notice- 
able. Jonathan Goforth, who has 
prayed them out of victims in China, says 
he thinks there must be a wilful yielding 
to sin before such demons can possess a 
Christian. But such spirits seem to 
exercising a terrible power: in these last 
days. The Spirit-filled Christian should 
be called on for prayer-help by those in 
need of the release Christ can still bring. 
PRAYER SvucGestions: Pray for ail 





study, and admonition, to grow into 
strong Christian manhood and woman- 
hood and to avoid the “mistakes” and 
“follies” that dragged down Shelley and 
countless other young people. 
oe 

Another great need that a young peo- 
ple’s society meets is the need for ex- 
pression in the Christian life. A lake 
with no outlet soon becomes stagnant. 
Veling people cannot maintain a healthy 
Christian experience if there is no oOp- 
portunity for giving out in some way what 
they are taking in. A live young peo- 
ple’s society provides such outlets through 
service, through prayer groups, through 
leading and taking part in meetings, 
through personal work, and the like. 
oa e oye 

Young people’s societies are necessary 
from the standpoint of training for lead- 
ership in the church and Sunday-school. 
Conducting the affairs of a society, un- 
der adult counsel, prepares for greater re- 
sponsibility later on, and there are all too 
few trained leaders upon whom a church 
or Sunday-school may depend. Just think 
of the difficulty many schools have in 
securing good teachers, and how few in 
your church can be called on to lead in 
prayer, to lead a prayer-meeting, or to 
conduct cottage prayer-meetings. 

we 
There are many other angles to this 


God’s dear children who are ill; that 
Satan may be defeated in their sickness; 
that they may learn God’s lesson in his 
permitting the chastisement. 


Tues.—Luke 4: 38-44. Healing the Sick. 


The Lord can and sometimes does even 
now heal with equal power as in this 
instance of his earthly life. But Scrip- 
ture does not show that it is invariably 
his will to heal. The chapter on “Prayer 
and Healing” in Mr. James H. McCon- 
key’s book on “Prayer” will be helpful 
for those teaching this lesson (free from 
the Silver Publishing Society, 1013 Bes- 
semer Building, Pittsburgh). 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for Mr. 
James H,. McConkey, author of “The 
Three-fold Secret of the Holy. Spirit” 
and many other books and tracts, and 
head of the Silver Publishing Society, 
who is gaining very slowly from a ter- 
rific nervous breakdown; for Mr. Ralph 
Smith, of the Bible House of Los-An- 
geles, also suffering from a breakdown. 
Wed.—Luke 5:12-16. Cleansing the Leper. 

This leper, realizing Christ’s power to 
heal, questions his willingness. He needed 
not to do so, neither does the sin-leper 
whose malady is typified by this dread 
disease. Some degrees of leprosy are 
curable today. Half the States of the 
Union have lepers. (The American Mis- 
sion to Lepers, 156 Fifth Avenue, New 
York, will furnish information useful 





question of the need of a young people’s 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES - 





PRAYER: Succestions: Pray for Mrs. 
E. B. Young, of Wayne, Neb., who had 
a breakdown not long ago, that she may 
be able to take up in renewed strength 
her work of. supporting white and native 
missionaries and adding new ones to the 
seventeen white and seventy-seven native 
missionaries for which she is responsible. 
Thurs.—Luke & : 49-56. Raising the Dead. 

Jairus must have thought that the de- 
lay caused by the woman with an issue 
of blood had been fatal to his hopes for 
his little daughter. But the interruption 
was a blessed parenthesis. Jairus had 
had an immediate illustration of what 
faith means. And the Lord Jesus fin- 
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ishes commending her faith to command 
his faith (Mark 5:34, 36). Are we as 
giving evidence of a power that will en- 
courage others to come to us for help? 


Prayer SucGGEsTIONnS: Pray for Chris- 
tian institutions such as sanitariums and 
rest homes for God’s children who are 
sick, and for all institutions that help the 
suffering. 

Fri—Mark 2:1-12. Physician of Souls. 
Our Lord looked like other men. All 
Jewry had sent its critics into Capernaum 


.to evaluate the great young Teacher 


(Luke 5:17). “How can a man forgive 
sins,” they asked. Our Lord recognizes 
their right to ask such a question in his 
answer which was both by word and 
deed. It is now—and will be to the 
end of time —still a Man in. the glory 
who has the prerogative to forgive sins. 
PRAYER Succestions: Pray for re- 
vival which will sweep Christendom and 
the world; that men may get a deep 
sense of conviction for sin; that the suf- 
fering from unemployment on the part 
of six million people in America and six- 
teen million in the world may throw men 
back on God for soul-help. 
Sat.—Matthew 9:35 to 10:1. 

A Healing Ministry. 
Dr. Thomas A. Lambie of the Abys- 
sinian Frontiers Mission and Dr. Sterrett 
of the Sudan Interior are illustrations of 
the value of combining preaching and 
healing. Our Lord here set the example 
for us in our ‘work. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
two missionary doctors mentioned here, 
and for all missionary doctors every- 
where; for more to hear the call of God 
to go. Pray for God to enable the Hausa 
people to read the Bible available in their 
own tongue, so that as “the Jews of 
Africa,’ traveling and trading every- 
where, they may spread the Gospel widely. 
This is the burden of Dr. Sterrett’s 
prayers. (Sudan Interior Mission, Bay 
“Street, Toronto, Ont.) 

Sun.—Isaiah 53 : 1-6. 
The Price of Redemption. 
His dying crimson, like a robe, 

Spreads o’er His body, on the tree; 
Then am I dead to all the globe 

And all the globe is dead to me. 


The stanza above is the one usually 
omitted in most hymnals from “When I 
Survey the Wondrous Cross,” the mas- 
terpiece of Isaac Watts, the greatest of 
the Church’s lyrists. But it is the heart 
of the hymn —and of the Gospel. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for mis- 
sionaries forced to come home through 
breakdowns from overwork; for mission- 
aries on the field beyond ‘the reach of 
doctors; for the Lord to raise up medical 
missionaries as advances are made into 
pioneer mission territory. 








The Soap That’s Known and 
Sold The World Around 


ee 
Cutieura 
Nothing Better for Daily Use 


Price 26c. Sample free. 
Address: “Cuticura,” Dept. 12B, Malden, Mass. 
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Bible Lands Gospel Mission 


A FAITH WORK 








Seeking to win souls and train lives for His service 
through Bible teaching in schools ,and distri- 
buties of tracts and gospels. Literature upon request. 
Field address Home address 
Box 891, Beirut 113 Fulton St. 
Mt. Lebanon, Syria New York City 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents 
for postage to these rates; for foreign sub- 
scriptions add 5@ cents for postage. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in advance, 
in the United States and Possessions, 
Mexico, Cuba; and some Central and 
South American countries. These rates 
include postage. 5 

75 cents—One or more copies to in- 
dividual addresses, 75 cents each, per 
year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 52 cents 
each, per year. 
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